Strategies and Tools for Teaching the Writing Process
Course Syllabus
Catalog Description

Technology tools and web-based materials support teachers in meeting NCTE and ISTE standards in each stage of the writing process. These standards emphasize the appropriate use of writing strategies and technological resources to communicate with different audiences and with a variety of purposes. This course, designed to support middle and high school teachers of writing, will explore a range of web-based resources and exemplary projects which utilize technology to support these goals. Students will learn about and experiment with technologies that can be used to facilitate each phase of the writing process (prewriting, writing, revising, publishing, and assessment). For example, students will review and develop their own graphic organizers to support prewriting, learn about online writing mentor and tutorial resources, and be introduced to online venues for publishing student work. Students will complete the course with a collection of resources and preliminary plans for a classroom writing project that utilizes technology to serve curricular goals.

Prerequisites
This is an introductory course for teachers, technology specialists, curriculum specialists, professional development specialists, or other school personnel.  Participants are expected to have regular access to computers.  In addition, participants should be proficient with using email, browsing the Internet, and navigating to computer files.

Goals

This workshop will enable participants to: 
1. Learn how NCTE English Language Arts and ISTE Standards can be met with technology that supports the writing process
2. Learn how technology can enhance each phase of the writing process – from brainstorming to publishing
3. Develop a personal collection of web-based resources for curricular and instructional use
4. Develop preliminary plans for a technology-enhanced writing lesson that addresses curriculum and technology standards

Assessment and Course Requirements
Each session includes readings, an activity, and a discussion assignment, which participants are required to complete.

Course Products
As a final product, students will develop a sample technology-enhanced lesson plan for their classroom.
Discussion Participation

Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their discussion board participation.  Participants are required to post a minimum of two substantial postings each session, including one that begins a new thread and one that responds to an existing thread.  Postings that begin new threads will be reviewed based on their relevance, demonstrated understanding of course concepts, examples cited, and overall quality.  Postings that respond to other participants will be evaluated on relevance, degree to which they extend the discussion, and tone. 
Required Readings, Activities and Assignments
Session One: What Do New Technologies Mean For the Writing Process?
Participants will read excerpts from the NCTE and ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education) standards and consider connections between these standards and classroom examples that use technology to enhance the writing process.
· NCTE English Language Arts Standards
http://www.ncte.org/about/over/standards/110846.htm  
· Excerpts from National Education Technology Standards for Students as outlined by the International Society for Technology in Education
http://cnets.iste.org/students/s_stands.html 
As an activity for this session, participants will read the text and explore the related online components of one of the following classroom examples that uses technology to support the writing process:

· High School: Using the Web for High School Student Writers
http://www.tnellen.com/ted/weave.html  

· Middle School: Weaving Middle School Webs: Hypertext in the Language Arts Classroom http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/5.1/coverweb/patterson/home.html  

Session Two: (PREWRITING) Using Graphic Organizers to Visualize and Manipulate Ideas
Participants will read about and review different graphic organizers that help users visualize and manipulate ideas in preparation for writing.

· Electronic Graphic Organizers
http://www.graphic.org/elect.html  

· Index of Graphic Organizers
http://www.graphic.org/goindex.html  

· ABC's of the Writing Process: Specific Graphic Organizer Links
http://www.angelfire.com/wi/writingprocess/specificgos.html  

Participants will download and familiarize themselves with Inspiration, a popular piece of graphic organizing software.

Session Three: (WRITING & REVISING) Online Mentors and Tutorials
Participants will read an article about an online mentoring project where a group of teachers developed an electronic writers' workshop that enabled young authors from different schools to work with professional writers and each other. 

· Poetry Mentor Exchange
http://www.4teachers.org/feature/nebraska-yaf/index.shtml 
As an activity for this session, students will explore in-depth the following online writing tutorial sites and online mentoring sites.

Online Writing Tutorial Sites:

· Biography-Maker
http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/biomaker.htm  

· Essay Punch
http://www.essaypunch.com  

· Writing with Writers
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/index.htm  

· Paradigm Online Writing Assistant
http://www.powa.org 
Online Mentoring Sites:

· Merlyn's Pen Mentors in Writing Program
http://www.merlynspen.org/contentmgr/showdetails.php/id/1763 

· Electronic Emissary Project
http://emissary.wm.edu/ 
Session Four: (PUBLISHING) Creating an Authentic Audience and Purpose for Student Writing
Participants will read an article in which the author, Ted Nellen, describes how his students read and critiqued short stories in the online publication Verbiage Magazine, wrote their own stories, and then published their work on the Web. 

· Cyber Short Stories
http://www.techlearning.com/db_area/archives/WCE/archives/tnellen.htm 
Participants will evaluate at least two of the web sites listed below and consider how these publishing venues could support student writing and their curricular goals. 

· English Online: Writers Window
http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/writers/home.html  

· The Hero's Journey
http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/smc/journey  

· Jupiter Sky
· http://www.jupitersky.com/magazine/ 

· Teen Ink
· http://www.teenink.com/
· The Young Writers’ Club
http://www.cs.bilkent.edu.tr/~david/derya/ywc.html  

· Zuzu
http://www.zuzu.org 
Session Five: (ASSESSMENT) Online Writing Resources
In this session, participants  will learn about the 6+1 TRAITS of Writing, an analytical writing experience (including scoring criteria and instructional materials) developed by a team of professional teachers through the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory. In this context we will think about and discuss how to best assess student writing with both NCTE and ISTE standards in mind.
Participants will read 
· 6+1 TRAITS of Writing, an analytical writing experience (including scoring criteria and instructional materials) developed by a team of professional teachers through the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory. 
http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/scoring.php?odelay=3&d=1   
As an activity for this session, participants will look into the the 6+1 TRAITS of Writing web site, paying particular attention to the following:

· Rubrics and Definitions
http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/scoring.php?odelay=3&d=1  

· The Link to Instruction
 http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/teaching.php?odelay=2&d=1 
Discussion for this session will be focused on the 6+1 Rubric  (http://www.nwrel.org/eval/pdfs/6plus1traits.pdf)
Session Six: New Tools and Your Curriculum - Where Do They Intersect?

Participants will explore in-depth the following resources designed to support teachers of writing and teachers who are writers: 

· Purdue University Online Writing Lab
http://owl.english.purdue.edu  

· Teaching Writing in the Classroom
http://english.ttu.edu/kairos   
· Teachers and Writers Collaborative
http://www.twc.org 
As an activity for this session, participants will develop preliminary plans for a lesson that uses technology to support one or more phases of the writing process. Their plan can be an extension of an existing unit or a new curriculum idea. One possibility would be to modify some of the activities from Sessions 2, 3, 4 or 5 to suit their curriculum. Their plans should include a brief description of what students will do, goals and standards they will address, how they will use technology, and how they will assess the lesson. 
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