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Course: 
Parent Involvement Strategies that Enhance Student Achievement 
Instructor: 
name          name@email             Phone  
Course Description
This course is designed to inform both regular and special education teachers about ways in which to invite and sustain parent involvement in your schools and programs. The course uses resources from Improving Relationships & Results: Building Family School Partnerships which were developed by National Center for Special Education Accountability Monitoring (NCSEAM) in collaboration with the Future of School Psychology Task Force on Family School Partnerships.  Throughout the course you will explore a variety or resources and strategies to build and sustain a positive partnership with the parents of your students.  As a final course project, you will design a plan for implementing at least three involvement strategies throughout the school year.
	Unit 1
	Making Yourself at Home in an Online Course
	

	As an orientation to the course, you will be introduced to the online course environment, and some resources that support parent involvement in education.  First, you will explore the course and try out various features that we will be using to deliver content.  You will participate in an online discussion and learn how our discussion based online course model helps create an online environment that supports our learning collaboratively.  

	Unit 2
	General Communication Strategies
	

	In this unit we discuss improving family partnerships with regards to communication strategies. The readings and videos emphasize the important idea that schools and parents must share responsibility for educating students and that a relationship among all partners is crucial to student success. Administrators should be involved in order to provide necessary support for more family friendly practices that will improve the Approach, Attitude, Atmosphere, and Actions in our schools. We will explore strategies that help strengthen parent involvement through effective communication.

	Unit 3
	Parent Friendly IEP Practices
	

	This unit will help you improve facilitation of parent and family involvement with the Individual Education Plans (IEPs). Information will be provided concerning concepts, technical information, goals, and references for schools about working effectively with parents. You will receive recommendations and tips on how schools can better facilitate the IEP meeting process and make it effective for parents, enabling them to become an active participant in the education of their child. As a result, you will be able to better assist parents and families in collaborating on their child's IEP team to better meet students’ needs, provide better students’ services, and more effective evaluations of those services.

	Unit 4
	Behavioral Strategies
	

	Focusing on good behavior strengthens the adult-child relationship and children learn behaviors based on the attention they receive. In this unit, we explore how to assist schools in improving the facilitation of family involvement with regards to student behavior in the classroom. The behavior focused module features suggestions of methods that both parents and teachers alike can engage in to help improve the behavior of the child. We will primarily focus on ways schools and parents alike can reward good behavior using positive reinforcement, appropriate communication, rule setting, and reward systems.

	Unit 5
	Using Home-School Notes Effectively
	

	A home school note serves as a way to identify, monitor, and change a student’s classroom behavior while facilitating ongoing communication between parents and schools. In this unit we help you in improving the facilitation of family involvement with regards to student behavior in the classroom using a Home School Note. We will review and discuss useful information about concepts, technical information, goals, and references for schools and parents.

	Unit 6
	Supporting Reading and Mathematics
	

	In this unit, you will discover ways to improve family and school partnerships with regards to reading and mathematics. Four family programs that are designed to increase student reading performance will be discussed. We will also explore methods to help parents actively become involved in supporting their child in fluency and computation of mathematics. General techniques that can be used by parents in any setting for providing assistance with mathematics such as using praise for effort rather than correct answers will be addressed. Strategies and techniques to help increase motivation for learning will be addressed for both the home and school environments.

	Unit 7
	Homework Strategies
	

	Homework provides a connection between school and home and extends the learning environment. We will examine tips for parents, students, and teachers designed to improve communication and results with homework. We will discuss how to improve and facilitate family‐school partnerships that help support techniques that parents and teachers can use collaboratively to improve homework completion and accuracy.


Course Project
For your final project in this course you will be to design a plan for implementation of at least three strategies that will increase the parent involvement of your students.  
Improving Relationships & Results: Building Family School Partnerships 

National Center for Special Education Accountability Monitoring (NCSEAM)   www.monitoringcenter.lsuhsc.edu 

Future of School Psychology Task Force on Family School Partnerships   www.accountabilitydata.org. 

Course Expectations
This course is divided into seven one-week sessions beginning with an orientation week. Each session includes readings, activities, and an online discussion among workshop participants. The time for completing each session is estimated to be five to six hours. 

Your instructor will review and assess your progress throughout the course. At the conclusion of each session, your instructor will update your course Gradebook. It is important to review the assessment criteria in the course rubric that will be used to determine your grades. In short, if you pay attention to the following, you will do just fine: 

1. Make sure you complete the readings each week and do the activities each week. Afterwards, your first posting in the discussion area should make reference to the readings and activities in such a way that your instructor can tell you read the material and engaged in the activities. 

2. Make sure you post at least 2 message replies in the discussion area each week, and that each posting contains substantial comments (i.e., a comment like “oh, that’s interesting” is NOT substantial). 

3. Choose at least 2 different days each week when you will participate in the discussions. We suggest posting at lease once within the first few days of the week, with your second post at least two days before the next week begins. If you only post on one day each week, you will not receive full credit because one posting a week does not help the group develop rich ongoing discussions. 

4. Make sure you post on time, not after everyone else has moved on to the next week’s discussion. 

5. Keep up with your weekly journal. While you may not be asked to submit your journal, it will be very helpful to you as you work on your final project. 

In order to be eligible to receive a Certificate of Completion, you must participate in all of the 7 weekly discussions and complete all assigned tasks. Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their participation in class discussions. Participants are required to post a minimum of three substantial comments for each discussion, including one that addresses the discussion starter and demonstrates understanding of the course/unit concepts, citing examples from the readings. Additional postings should provide substantive comments to other participants, which are thoughtful, relevant, and serve to extend the discussion. 

Progress will be reviewed and assessed throughout the course. At the conclusion of each unit, the course Gradebook will be updated to reflect the quality of your participation in the course. 

In order to receive a Certificate of Completion at the end of the course, you must earn a passing grade of 60% or more in the course requirements, earning at least 150 out of 250 points. 
Graduate Credit

If you choose to take the course for graduate credit, there is an additional requirement to complete a Reflection Paper, which is worth an additional 50 points. The guidelines and rubric for this paper are posted in each course. You will need to (a) send your tuition registration form with payment directly to the university graduate studies office no later than the start of Unit 7 of your course and (b) notify your instructor that you have registered for graduate credit. If taking the course for graduate credit, a passing grade is 70% or more, earning at least 170 out of 300 points.
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