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A New Hampshire e-Learning for Educators Online Professional Development Course

Course: 
Teaching and Assessing Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities
Instructor: 
Name    email    phone number  
Course Description:  This course will provide the online course participant an opportunity to collaborate with other professionals and parents to gain insight into the learning styles of students with significant cognitive disabilities and planning skills necessary to provide them with a successful learning experience.  The online participant will be able to answer the question why assessment is important prior to the design of lessons for these students. Additionally, participants will gain hands on experience supported by classmates and instructors to include these students in the general education curriculum in a meaningful way in any setting in which the student is placed.  At the end of the course, the course participant will have considered a wide variety of parental and professional input in strengthening his/her own approach to instructing these students. The online learner will establish criteria for mastery and adapt a lesson or activity for a learner with significant cognitive disabilities.

	Unit 1
	Orientation:  Making Yourself Comfortable 
	

	This introduction to the online environment involves a short series of assignments designed to familiarize participants with the course and the delivery system. You will explore the course, introduce yourselves to your classmates, email the course facilitator, have a short discussion about your current understanding of the course content, and set a goal or goals for your growth in the course.

	Unit 2
	Foundational Knowledge
	

	A Significant Cognitive Disability (SCD) is not a specific identification of a type of disability, such as Mental Retardation, Autism, Traumatic Brain Injury, etc., rather SCD is a broad term that characterizes students having significant cognitive and adaptive behavior (daily living) challenges. All identified disabilities have ranges of abilities; therefore Mental Retardation, Autism, Traumatic Brain Injury, etc. may include students having SCD.

	Unit 3
	Student Voice
	

	Parent involvement in school systems is beginning to appear on many educational agendas.  Parent involvement goes beyond the traditional role parents have played for years within American schools.  This session includes two parent involvement studies.  One study focuses on parent involvement for students with disabilities and the other study focuses on parent involvement in general education settings.  This session is designed to give course participants reason to pause and think about how parents can be more meaningfully engaged in their children's education.

	Unit 4
	A Standards-Based Curriculum
	

	A standard is a level of quality, competency, or achievement that is acceptable and measurable. Achievement standards are set in educational practices as an accountability measure that ensures equal opportunities for all students. Although standards are set by National or State agencies and for all students, students with SCD may not be able to meet a State's achievement standards; therefore, alternative achievement standards may be developed by States. Alternative achievement standards sets performance expectations for students having SCD and differ from grade-level achievement expectations. In a nutshell, alternative achievement standards must be aligned with a State's academic content standards, encourage access to the general curriculum, and reflect professional judgment of the highest achievement standards possible (34 C.F.R. §200.1(d)).

	Unit 5
	Differentiated Instruction and Universal Design 
	

	Differentiated Instruction and Universal Design are two separate concepts.  Differentiated instruction (DI) is your philosophical view that all children/students can be successful in the classroom. Differentiated instruction allows classroom teachers to teach all ability levels at the same time. One must never assume that a child's ability/disability is stagnate; rather children have a variety of abilities from which they can all shine at one time or the other in the classroom.  Universal Design is a broad term that includes buildings, products, and environments (classrooms) that are accessible, usable, and effective to all people. Universal Design includes Assistive Technology.

	Unit 6
	Classroom Assessments 
	

	"Instruction represents the process by which students learn the standards, while assessment (alternate and classroom) is the process for measuring how well the student has learned what has been taught. Thus, this forms an integrated system of standards and assessment" (K8 Access Center, 2006 Brief).

	Unit 7
	Assistive Technology
	

	Assistive technology (AT) modifies, adapts, or assists students having significant cognitive disabilities so that they are able to access the general education curriculum. The NH Rules for the Education of Students with Disabilities describes AT as "any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of a child with a disability. The term does not include a medical device that is surgically implanted, or the replacement of such device" (NH Rules, 2008, pg. 3). The law further requires an evaluation to determine the needs and how appropriate the AT device is to the student and need.  AT usually addresses three areas of assistance: Independent living, Alternative/Augmentative Communication (AAC), and IT - Computer related.  In Unit 6, you will learn more about AT and how you can be an active voice in the team to advocate for AT. 


At the end of the course, the course participant will have considered a wide variety of input in strengthening his/her own approach to instructing SCD in the classroom. The online learner will construct a portfolio to use in their classrooms toward teaching and assessing students with significant SCD and will modify a current lesson plan to accommodate the needs of students with SCD. 

At the completion of this course, you will be able to:

· understand the characteristics of individuals with significant cognitive disabilities.

· understand how to implement instructional strategies for students with SCD. 

· acquire knowledge and practice in classroom assessments of students with SCD for purposes of educational planning and progress monitoring. 

· understand how collaboration of the special education team can assist in creating successful and meaningful learning environments for students with SCD.

Course Project 

You will construct a portfolio that you can use as a guide in the implementation of instructional strategies and classroom assessments specific to the needs of students with significant cognitive disabilities.   Included in this portfolio will be explanation of concepts learned throughout the course, including samples of work, and critical reflection.
Course Expectations

This course is divided into seven one-week sessions beginning with an orientation week. Each session includes readings, activities, and an online discussion among workshop participants. The time for completing each session is estimated to be five to six hours. 

Your instructor will review and assess your progress throughout the course. At the conclusion of each session, your instructor will update your course Gradebook. It is important to review the assessment criteria in the course rubric that will be used to determine your grades. In short, if you pay attention to the following, you will do just fine: 
Make sure you complete the readings each week and do the activities each week. Afterwards, your first posting in the discussion area should make reference to the readings and activities in such a way that your instructor can tell you read the material and engaged in the activities. 

· Make sure you post at least 2 message replies in the discussion area each week, and that each posting contains substantial comments (i.e., a comment like “oh, that’s interesting” is NOT substantial). 

· Choose at least 2 different days each week when you will participate in the discussions. We suggest posting at lease once within the first few days of the week, with your second post at least two days before the next week begins. If you only post on one day each week, you will not receive full credit because one posting a week does not help the group develop rich ongoing discussions. 

· Make sure you post on time, not after everyone else has moved on to the next week’s discussion. 

· Keep up with your weekly journal. While you may not be asked to submit your journal, it will be very helpful to you as you work on your final project. 

In order to be eligible to receive a Certificate of Completion, you must participate in all of the 7 weekly discussions and complete all assigned tasks. Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their participation in class discussions. Participants are required to post a minimum of three substantial comments for each discussion, including one that addresses the discussion starter and demonstrates understanding of the course/unit concepts, citing examples from the readings. Additional postings should provide substantive comments to other participants, which are thoughtful, relevant, and serve to extend the discussion. 

Progress will be reviewed and assessed throughout the course. At the conclusion of each unit, the course Gradebook will be updated to reflect the quality of your participation in the course. 

In order to receive a Certificate of Completion at the end of the course, you must earn a passing grade of 60% or more in the course requirements, earning at least 150 out of 250 points. 
Graduate Credit

If you choose to take the course for graduate credit, there is an additional requirement to complete a Reflection Paper, which is worth an additional 50 points. The guidelines and rubric for this paper are posted in each course. You will need to (a) send your tuition registration form with payment directly to the university graduate studies office no later than the start of Unit 7 of your course and (b) notify your instructor that you have registered for graduate credit. If taking the course for graduate credit, a passing grade is 70% or more, earning at least 170 out of 300 points.
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