Reading First: Supporting Early Reading Instruction with Technology

Course Syllabus

Catalog Description

The Reading First initiative, as defined in the No Child Left Behind legislation, is based on the findings of the National Reading Panel. This workshop, co-developed by EDC and NEIRTEC (Northeast and the Islands Regional Technology in Education Consortium), one of ten regional technology in education consortia funded by the U.S. Department of Education, provides a review of the five key areas in early reading instruction as defined by Reading First--phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and text comprehension--and explores how technology can best support reading instruction. The workshop also includes an introduction to DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills), a set of standardized measures of early literacy development. Workshop participants will review several software packages that can be used with early readers and develop strategies for integrating technology appropriately and effectively in early reading instruction.
Prerequisites

This is an introductory course for teachers, technology specialists, curriculum specialists, professional development specialists, or other school personnel.  Participants are expected to have regular access to computers.  In addition, participants should be proficient with using email, browsing the Internet, and navigating to computer files.

Goals

This workshop will enable participants to: 
1. become familiar with the National Reading Panel's report and the preliminary research available on integrating technology in early reading instruction 

2. understand the five essential components of reading--phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and text comprehension--and the general technologies that can best support each component 

3. become familiar with a widely used assessment tool as a measure of progress in early literacy development. 

4. gain experience downloading and installing trial versions of early reading software 

5. gain experience evaluating early reading software for use in the classroom 

6. develop strategies for when to use technology to support early reading instruction 

Assessment and Course Requirements

Each session includes readings, an activity, and a discussion assignment, which participants are required to complete.

Course Products

As a final product, participants will plan strategies for each reading component identified by the National Reading Panel and develop a lesson plan that integrates technology effectively in early reading instruction. Participants will need to download and use the Final Product Template (http://www.edtechleaders.org/documents/readfirst/reading_lesson.doc ) to help them complete their projects in Session Six. Workshop participants are expected to complete weekly assignments, including active participation in the online discussion board. In addition, participants will develop and share their ideas to incorporate tools and strategies presented in the workshop into their own curricula.

Discussion Participation

Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their discussion board participation.  Participants are required to post a minimum of two substantial postings each session, including one that begins a new thread and one that responds to an existing thread.  Postings that begin new threads will be reviewed based on their relevance, demonstrated understanding of course concepts, examples cited, and overall quality.  Postings that respond to other participants will be evaluated on relevance, degree to which they extend the discussion, and tone. 

Required Readings, Activities and Assignments

Session One: Introduction and Overview to National Reading Panel Findings
Participants will explore the National Reading Panel's findings about effective reading instruction and assessment tools for early literacy skills. They will also consider how technology can be used to support early reading instruction and begin brainstorming strategies for technology-supported reading lessons.

Readings: 

· Selections from Put Reading First: The Research Building Blocks for Teaching Children to Read (http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/Cierra.pdf)
· Selections from NEIRTEC’s Technology and Teaching Children to Read: What Does the Research Say?    

     (http://www.neirtec.org/reading_report/) 

Participants will view a video summarizing the NRP’s comprehensive report, sign up for a materials account at the DIBELS site and download the Strategies Planner.

· Teaching Children to Read: Online video that summarizes the NRP's comprehensive report.
(http://www.nationalreadingpanel.org/Publications/nrpvideo.htm)
· DIBELS site (http://dibels.uoregon.edu/index.php)

Session Two: Supporting Phonemic Awareness Instruction

Participants will review software that can be used to support the development of phonemic awareness, engage in preliminary planning for a technology-supported lesson, and explore DIBELS assessment tools for "Phoneme Segmentation Fluency."  They will begin strategizing rough ideas for technology-supported reading lessons for Part I of the Strategies Planner section of the Final Product

Readings: 
· Selections from Put Reading First: The Research Building Blocks for Teaching Children to Read (http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/Cierra.pdf)

· Selections from NEIRTEC’s Technology and Teaching Children to Read: What Does the Research Say?       (http://www.neirtec.org/reading_report/)

Participants will explore demos of software that help develop students’ phonemic awareness.  They also watch a video of a teacher teaching phonemic awareness and they work on the phonemic awareness section of the Strategies Planner.  In addition, they review the DIBELS Phoneme Segmentation Fluency test of phonological awareness.

· Interactive Phonics (http://teacher.scholastic.com/ips/discover.htm )

· Clifford the Big Red Dog Interactive Stories (http://teacher.scholastic.com/clifford1/ )

· Video: The Rubber Band Stretch (http://teams.lacoe.edu/documentation/classrooms/patti/k-1/teacher/assessment/tools/segment.html) 

Session Three: Technology-Enhanced Phonics Instruction

Participants will explore software designed to help students with phonics and plan technology-supported phonics instructional strategies for our own classrooms. Preliminary planning of student activities and teaching strategies used to address Early Reading components will continue on Part I of the Strategies Planner section of the Final Product.

Readings

· Selections from Put Reading First: The Research Building Blocks for Teaching Children to Read (http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/Cierra.pdf)
· Selections from NEIRTEC’s Technology and Teaching Children to Read: What Does the Research Say?     (http://www.neirtec.org/reading_report/)

Participants will listen to audio files about teaching phonics and explore software packages for phonics instruction. They will plan strategies for phonics instruction using the Strategies Planner.

· Teaching Phonics with Wally Blevins (http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/bestpractices/phonics.htm) 

· Interactive Phonics (http://teacher.scholastic.com/ips/discover.htm )

· Bailey's Book House: Letter Machine (http://www.riverdeep.net/products/downloads/free_downloads.jhtml )

Session Four: Developing Fluency

Participants we will compare two software packages designed to help students read fluently and review DIBELS assessment tools for Oral Reading and Retell Fluency. Preliminary planning of student activities and teaching strategies used to address Early Reading components will continue on Part I of the Strategies Planner section of the Final Product.

Reading

· Selections from Put Reading First: The Research Building Blocks for Teaching Children to Read (http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/Cierra.pdf)

· Selections from NEIRTEC’s Technology and Teaching Children to Read: What Does the Research Say?     (http://www.neirtec.org/reading_report/)

· DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency and Retell Fluency assessments from the “Administration and Scoring Guide

Participants will download and explore two software packages designed to assist students in developing their reading fluency.  They will listen to an audio file about teaching fluency and continue to work on the Strategies Planner by adding strategies for teaching fluency.
· Common Questions About Fluency (http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/bestpractices/fluency/understand.htm )

· Soliloquy Reading Assistant (http://www.reading-assistant.com/ )

· Make-a-Story in Kenya (http://www.riverdeep.net/edconnect/softwareactivities/language_arts/make_a_story.jhtml )

Session Five: Building Vocabulary and Text Comprehension Skills with Technology

Participants will explore several vocabulary and text comprehension features available in Kidspiration software. In addition, we will review the DIBELS assessment tool "Retell Fluency" for comprehension skills. Additionally, we will wrap up our preliminary planning on Part I of the Strategies Planner section of the Final Product.
Readings

· Selections from Put Reading First: The Research Building Blocks for Teaching Children to Read (http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/Cierra.pdf)
· Selections from NEIRTEC’s Technology and Teaching Children to Read: What Does the Research Say?     (http://www.neirtec.org/reading_report/)

Participants will view a video about teaching vocabulary. They will download and install Kidspiration software to explore its possible uses in their classrooms for vocabulary and text comprehension instruction.  They will add strategies to the Strategies Planner for vocabulary and text comprehension instruction.

· Francine Answers Tough Questions (http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/bestpractices/vocabulary.htm )

· Kidspiration (http://www.kidspiration.com/freetrial/index.cfm?fuseaction=form.kid )
· GRADE: Group Reading Assessment and Diagnostic Evaluation (http://www.agsnet.com/Group.asp?nMarketInfoID=31&nCategoryInfoID=2588&nGroupInfoID=a24000)

Session Six: Assessing Reading Instruction and Finalizing a Technology-Enhanced Reading Project

Participants will look at how teachers have integrated technology into their reading instruction as well as complete final planning for technology-enhanced reading lessons. Additionally, they will explore ongoing methods of assessment of students' early reading skills using DIBELS.

Readings

· Behind Test Scores: What Struggling Readers Really Need
Reprinted by permission from The Reading Teacher (March 2004).
· Other Potential Benefits of Technology in Reading Instruction, Making Decisions about Technology in Reading Instruction, and Conclusions from Technology and Teaching Children to Read: What Does the Research Say?
Participants will review the DIBELS Benchmark Assessments and plan their use with their own students. They will complete Integrating Technology in Early Reading Strategies Planner (http://www.edtechleaders.org/documents/readfirst/reading_lesson.doc )and complete Part 2 Planning a Technology-Enhanced Lesson by noting Goals, Standards, and Activities that describe how they will add new instructional techniques or technology-supported activities to an existing Early Reading lesson.

Reading First: Supporting Early Reading Instruction with Technology Syllabus
Page 1 of 4
EdTech Leaders® Online, http://www.edtechleaders.org/

© 2006, Education Development Center, Inc.
, http://www.edc.org/


