Integrating Primary Sources into the Social Studies Classroom
Course Syllabus
Catalog Description

There is a tremendous wealth of web-based resources that support active learning and primary research in the middle and high school social studies classroom. Participants in this workshop will explore the range of available resources including newly accessible collections of original documents, vast reservoirs of secondary historical information, and online resources designed to support social studies teachers in curriculum development. Participants will consider effective research strategies and engage in critical analysis of web resources. Participants will complete the workshop having developed a collection of project ideas to serve their particular curricular goals.
Prerequisites
This is an introductory workshop for teachers, technology specialists, curriculum specialists, professional development specialists, or other school personnel. Participants are expected to have regular access to computers, and proficiency with email and current web-browsers.

Goals

This workshop will enable participants to: 
1. Learn about primary and secondary resources available on the Web to support social studies curricula 

2. Develop a personal collection of web-based resources for curricular use 

3. Develop preliminary plans, using primary or secondary resources available on the Web, to enhance a curriculum unit
Assessment and Course Requirements
Each session includes readings, an activity, and a discussion assignment, which participants are required to complete.

Course Products
As a final product, participants will develop a lesson plan that integrates web-based technology.  This document can be used as a starting point for the participant to continue to develop a lesson or unit, a guide to approaching the development of a technology-enhanced unit, and documentation of the work in this workshop. http://www.edtechleaders.org/documents/Core/ss_planningtemplate.doc 
Discussion Participation

Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their discussion board participation.  Participants are required to post a minimum of two substantial postings each session, including one that begins a new thread and one that responds to an existing thread.  Postings that begin new threads will be reviewed based on their relevance, demonstrated understanding of course concepts, examples cited, and overall quality.  Postings that respond to other participants will be evaluated on relevance, degree to which they extend the discussion, and tone.  
Required Readings, Activities and Assignments
Session One: Using Primary Sources: Teachers and Students become Historians
Using Primary Sources in the Classroom
(http://learning.loc.gov/learn/lessons/primary.html) 
This resource provides a description of the many types of primary resources and makes recommendations for how these resources can be used to guide students in historical inquiry. 

Why use Primary Sources?
(http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/educators/handouts/prsrc.pdf)
This is an illustrated handout that provides a rationale for using primary resources in the classroom.

Participants will explore 
· The Smithsonian Institute developed an activity to learn about the history of the Star Spangled Banner that demonstrates how primary resources can be used in an online learning environment. Visit the Star Spangled Banner (http://web8.si.edu/nmah/htdocs/ssb-old/8_mystery/fs8.html)
· Browse through the Library of Congress (www.loc.gov) website and visit the Learning page under the American Memory tab. It has historical collections from the National Digital Library.
Session Two: Using Primary Sources – Using Images to enhance Learning
Participants will read the following articles to introduce them to the use of online primary resources.

· Read how National Board-certified teacher Max Fischer discovers the power of internet images in teaching ancient history to his seventh graders, using Google’s image search tool to incorporate images into his teaching.
Gaga Over Google: Photo Images Bring Lessons to Life
(http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/voice/voice121.shtml) 

· This article describes how digital images can be used across the curriculum to enhance instruction. 
Digital Imaging in the School Curriculum 
(http://teacherlink.org/act/digimages.htm)
In addition participants will explore one of the sites below to locate other images they may want to use, including maps and documents. 

· The Valley of the Shadow Project (http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu/) is a well-known digital archive of Civil War images and artifacts. 

· The American Revolution and Its Era: Maps and Charts of North America and West Indies 1750-1789 (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/armhtml/armhome.html). 

· Eyewitness to History (http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/) 

Session Three: Using Primary Sources 3: Incorporating Oral Histories
Participants will read the following articles 

· What is Oral History? http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/oral/what.html 

· The Value of Oral History http://www.learnnc.org/Index.nsf/doc/oh-value0406?OpenDocument
Participants will 
· Explore the Rutgers Oral History Archives of World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam and the Cold War. (http://fas-history.rutgers.edu/oralhistory/home.html)

· Locate a speech at the History Channel Speeches (http://www.historychannel.com/speeches/) site that you think would be useful in a lesson. Use the search bar or browse the archives. 

· Explore Great American Speeches at this PBS site (http://www.pbs.org/greatspeeches/timeline/).

Session Four: Web Based Inquiry
Participants will read

· What WebQuests Are (Really) 
(http://bestwebquests.com/what_webquests_are.asp) 
· What makes a good WebQuest?
(http://bestwebquests.com/bwq/matrix.asp) This site describes Criteria for Assessing Best WebQuests
Participants will select one of the WebQuests below and explore it thoroughly. Consider the things they like and dislike about the WebQuest as a teaching/learning tool. 
· Yellow Stone Wolves 

· America Dreams 
· Look Who’s Footing the Bill
Session Five: Social Studies Resources on the Web
Participants will read:  
· Search Strategies for Finding Resources to Support a Classroom, (http://www.internet4classrooms.com/search.htm ) provides great tips for improving your Internet searches. 

· The ABC’s of Website Evaluation by Kathy Schrock (http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/pdf/weval_02.pdf) provides important criteria for selecting websites from reliable sources with valid content.

Participants will explore several sites where they can find resources: 

· American Memory (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/index.html )
· Blue Web'n (http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/bluewebn/ )Click on Content Table or Subject Area to find History/Social Studies sites
· EDSITEment (http://edsitement.neh.gov/ )
· History Matters (http://www.historymatters.gmu.edu/ )
· Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators (http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/index.html )
· Digital History (http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ )

Start filling out the lesson plan template that you downloaded.
Session Six: Curricular Planning
Participants will use Filamentality (http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/ )or the History Lab (http://hlab.tielab.org/index.php ) online tools to put together the resources for their lesson plans.
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