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A New Hampshire e-Learning for Educators Online Professional Development Course

Course: 
ESOL Literacy 2 - Writing
Instructor:    name    email       phone
Course Description:  ESOL Literacy Development Part 2 takes educators/administrators into the world of how second language (L2) learners acquire writing skills. Participants will gain a working knowledge of philosophies behind L2 writing acquisition, the role of socio-culture, and NH’s 2007 L2 learner writing proficiency levels (entering, beginning, developing, expanding, bridging, and reaching). 
Educators will develop an in depth outline which is reflective of NH’s standards for English Language Proficiencies (ELP) and writing proficiency levels, including a mission statement that will provide as a guide to use in classrooms for L2 writing acquisition. This outline will provide as a tool to create a classroom environment and instructional philosophy that will assist L2 learners in the acquisition of writing skills. Although educators are the primary focus for this course, administrators will find this course a useful tool in the development of a school-wide view and practice of L2 writing skill acquisition.
	Unit 1
	Orientation:  Introductions to ESOL Writing Development
	

	This introduction to the online environment involves a series of assignments designed to familiarize you with the course and online delivery system.  You will also participate in introductory reading assignments and activities that will set the stage for our upcoming units on the development of writing with second language (L2) learners.

	Unit 2
	L2 Writing Theories
	

	Being literate is not merely the acquisition of reading and writing skills; rather it is the ability to combine these skills to shape one's future.   Social and cognitive factors affect L2 writing acquisition. Social theorists support the notion that L2 learners bring with them their cultural, as well as their personal identities which affect motivation, attitudes, and goals in writing acquisition. Cognitive theorists identify developmental processes that affect how writing skills are acquired and a systematic approach to teaching skills.

	Unit 3
	Entering – Level 1
	

	WIDA supports 6 language proficiency levels for L2 learners: Entering, Beginning, Developing, Expanding, Bridging, and the more recent addition of Reaching. The levels of writing proficiencies should be viewed as a continuum of language acquisition beginning with the Entering level to the desired level of Reaching.  Entering can be viewed as the basic, rudimentary writing level or pre-emergent state in the developmental stages of writing acquisition. 

	Unit 4
	Beginning (Level 2) and Developing (Level 3)
	

	The Beginning Level includes students who are considered at the production or emergent stage of writing. The student understands and speaks conversational and academic English with hesitancy and difficulty. At the Developing Level, L2 learners are considered at the intermediate or post-emergent stage of writing and just developing writing skills. The student understands and speaks conversational and academic language with decreasing difficulty and hesitancy. 

	Unit 5
	Case Study/Self Reflections
	

	You will bring together the concepts you have been studying and complete a case study working in a newly created dyad. The case studies are presented so that you, the teacher, have just received a new student in your classroom who is a L2 learner. Your task will be to develop/select activities that meet WIDA standards and other documents needed to address the needs of L2 writers.

	Unit 6
	Expanding – Level 4
	

	The L2 writer in WIDA's Expanding writing proficiency level (2007) demonstrates specific and some technical language in their writing. The writer writes with a variety of sentence lengths of multiple, related sentences or paragraphs. There is a sense of growing cohesion with sentence writing within paragraphs that provide detail and clarity to text. The writer demonstrates the use of specific vocabulary and language that is related to content areas, but still lacks control of automaticity in vocabulary that is related to academic areas.

	Unit 7
	Bridging (Level 5) and Reaching (Level 6)
	

	L2 writers at the Bridging level of writing proficiencies demonstrate sentences of varying lengths and varying linguistic complexities in a single organized paragraph or extended text. Errors do not impede comprehensibility. Cohesion and organization are present. These students demonstrate the use of technical vocabulary often and have evident usage of needed vocabulary. L2 writers at the Reaching level of writing proficiencies demonstrate the above noted sentence lengths and complexities, but with tight cohesion and organization. These students write with precise vocabulary and know the right word for the right writing need. 


Course Project 

You will create a Mission Statement for your classroom or school for ESOL Writing Literacy Development which will include your philosophy of how L2 learners acquire writing skills. 

You will develop an L2 Writing Acquisition Planner based on knowledge of second language (L2) writing acquisition. The planner can be used as an outline for your classroom practices and teaching of L2 writing skills or could be used as an outline for a proposal of L2 writing curriculum.
Course Expectations

This course is divided into seven one-week sessions beginning with an orientation week. Each session includes readings, activities, and an online discussion among workshop participants. The time for completing each session is estimated to be five to six hours. 

Your instructor will review and assess your progress throughout the course. At the conclusion of each session, your instructor will update your course Gradebook. It is important to review the assessment criteria in the course rubric that will be used to determine your grades. In short, if you pay attention to the following, you will do just fine: 

1. Make sure you complete the readings each week and do the activities each week. Afterwards, your first posting in the discussion area should make reference to the readings and activities in such a way that your instructor can tell you read the material and engaged in the activities. 

2. Make sure you post at least 2 message replies in the discussion area each week, and that each posting contains substantial comments (i.e., a comment like “oh, that’s interesting” is NOT substantial). 

3. Choose at least 2 different days each week when you will participate in the discussions. We suggest posting at lease once within the first few days of the week, with your second post at least two days before the next week begins. If you only post on one day each week, you will not receive full credit because one posting a week does not help the group develop rich ongoing discussions. 

4. Make sure you post on time, not after everyone else has moved on to the next week’s discussion. 

5. Keep up with your weekly journal. While you may not be asked to submit your journal, it will be very helpful to you as you work on your final project. 

In order to be eligible to receive a Certificate of Completion, you must participate in all of the 7 weekly discussions and complete all assigned tasks. Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their participation in class discussions. Participants are required to post a minimum of three substantial comments for each discussion, including one that addresses the discussion starter and demonstrates understanding of the course/unit concepts, citing examples from the readings. Additional postings should provide substantive comments to other participants, which are thoughtful, relevant, and serve to extend the discussion. 

Progress will be reviewed and assessed throughout the course. At the conclusion of each unit, the course Gradebook will be updated to reflect the quality of your participation in the course. 

In order to receive a Certificate of Completion at the end of the course, you must earn a passing grade of 60% or more in the course requirements, earning at least 150 out of 250 points. 
Graduate Credit

If you choose to take the course for graduate credit, there is an additional requirement to complete a Reflection Paper, which is worth an additional 50 points. The guidelines and rubric for this paper are posted in each course. You will need to (a) send your tuition registration form with payment directly to the university graduate studies office no later than the start of Unit 7 of your course and (b) notify your instructor that you have registered for graduate credit. If taking the course for graduate credit, a passing grade is 70% or more, earning at least 170 out of 300 points.
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