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A New Hampshire e-Learning for Educators Online Professional Development Course

Course: 
HE-01 Teaching and Learning about HIV in the 21st Century Classroom
Instructor: 
 name     email address 
Course Description:   HIV constitutes an increasing threat to the health of students of all ages. There are standards for teaching about HIV and AIDS for all grade levels. This course is designed for educators of any grade level and content area that want to learn the most up-to-date information about HIV/AIDS, and how to teach it to your students. You will learn about the basic life history of the HIV virus, as well as its transmission, treatment, and extent of the disease. You will  also explore best practices for methodology and instructional design to incorporate this new knowledge into your current health curricula, and deliver it to your students.
	Unit 1
	Orientation:  Making Yourself at Home in an Online Course 
	

	In this unit you are welcomed to the course and to the online environment. It involves a short series of assignments designed to familiarize participants with the course and the delivery system and become comfortable in an online learning environment. You will explore the course, introduce themselves to their classmates, email the course instructor, and describe their own personal objectives for this online course. In addition, you will evaluate an article on an effective sexuality curriculum and see the HIV vocabulary.

	Unit 2
	The Teaching Challenge: How to Present HIV and Human Sexuality
	

	Why study about HIV and why teach about it? People often ask what is the use is information about HIV and AIDS. They express cynical about including in a school curriculum. Here we explore the reasons for teaching about HIV and look at the power of education. Then we examine the controversies involved with this teaching human sexuality. Finally, we investigate a number of classroom educational exercises

	Unit 3
	The Extent of HIV: The Faces of Pandemic
	

	HIV is growing to Pandemic proportions. It is not just history but an ever increasing infection. So this session first presents the local and global facts and dimensions of the pandemic. It allows you see which groups are particularly at risk and what locations are of global concern. Then it looks at the amazing and fascinating history and politics involved with isolating and identifying the HIV virus. Knowledge of the statistics and the history HIV helps you to focus your educational efforts.

	Unit 4
	The Biology of HIV
	

	Viruses are amazing forms of life, or are they really forms of life? How do they differ from bacteria? This session looks at viruses in general and HIV specifically. It examines their structure, complexities, differences and transmission. It shows and showcases how their fascinating replication process involves host cells. It also highlights that knowledge of HIV reproduction. 

	Unit 5
	The Linkage Between HIV and STIs
	

	There is a critically and significant direct connection between HIV infection and having had a Venereal Disease aka Sexual Transmitted Infections (STI). Your students are often incredibly unaware so that pivotal relationship. STIs create through their tissue damage a major route for the HIV to enter the body. Therefore, it is mandatory that you and your students have information and knowledge of STIs.

	Unit 6
	Transmission of HIV
	

	The basic transmission information represents the key to prevention. If you know how the virus can actually gain access to your body, you know how to avoid it. This information is perhaps already known by many of your students. But do they really know it? And most importantly, does this information and knowledge lead them to safer practices?

	Unit 7
	Your HIV Teaching Unit
	

	This week you will present your HIV teaching unit. This unit demonstrates and incorporates the knowledge, ideas and exercises you have acquired during this course. The unit itself should be for a class at the level your are currently or planning to be instructing. It should be 45-to 60 minutes. It should have one unifying theme, contain an overview of the unit, your teaching objectives for that unit, the basic message of your unit, an exercise by which your students can be actively engaged and participating in the learning process and a summary of that unit.


Course Goals

· To become comfortable and effective in an online learning environment

· To identify the challenge of teaching about HIV and human sexuality 

· To identify to the extent HIV/AIDS

· To understand the biology of HIV

· To understand the connection between STIs and HIV 

· To identify the ways HIV is transmitted

· To create a lesson plan on HIV

Course Expectations

This course is divided into seven one-week sessions beginning with an orientation week. Each session includes readings, activities, and an online discussion among workshop participants. The time for completing each session is estimated to be five to six hours. 

Your instructor will review and assess your progress throughout the course. At the conclusion of each session, your instructor will update your course Gradebook. It is important to review the assessment criteria in the course rubric that will be used to determine your grades. In short, if you pay attention to the following, you will do just fine: 

1. Make sure you complete the readings each week and do the activities each week. Afterwards, your first posting in the discussion area should make reference to the readings and activities in such a way that your instructor can tell you read the material and engaged in the activities. 

2. Make sure you post at least 2 message replies in the discussion area each week, and that each posting contains substantial comments (i.e., a comment like “oh, that’s interesting” is NOT substantial). 

3. Choose at least 2 different days each week when you will participate in the discussions. We suggest posting at lease once within the first few days of the week, with your second post at least two days before the next week begins. If you only post on one day each week, you will not receive full credit because one posting a week does not help the group develop rich ongoing discussions. 

4. Make sure you post on time, not after everyone else has moved on to the next week’s discussion. 

5. Keep up with your weekly journal. While you may not be asked to submit your journal, it will be very helpful to you as you work on your final project. 

In order to be eligible to receive a Certificate of Completion, you must participate in all of the 7 weekly discussions and complete all assigned tasks. Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their participation in class discussions. Participants are required to post a minimum of three substantial comments for each discussion, including one that addresses the discussion starter and demonstrates understanding of the course/unit concepts, citing examples from the readings. Additional postings should provide substantive comments to other participants, which are thoughtful, relevant, and serve to extend the discussion. 

Progress will be reviewed and assessed throughout the course. At the conclusion of each unit, the course Gradebook will be updated to reflect the quality of your participation in the course. 

In order to receive a Certificate of Completion at the end of the course, you must earn a passing grade of 60% or more in the course requirements, earning at least 150 out of 250 points. 
Graduate Credit

If you choose to take the course for graduate credit, there is an additional requirement to complete a Reflection Paper, which is worth an additional 50 points. The guidelines and rubric for this paper are posted in each course. You will need to (a) send your tuition registration form with payment directly to the university graduate studies office no later than the start of Unit 7 of your course and (b) notify your instructor that you have registered for graduate credit. If taking the course for graduate credit, a passing grade is 70% or more, earning at least 170 out of 300 points.
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