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A New Hampshire e-Learning for Educators Online Professional Development Course

Course: 
CE-03  Aligning Curriculum with Grade Level Expectations
Instructor: 
 name      email      phone number 
Course Description:    

This course will guide Kindergarten through Eighth Grade teachers through the process of aligning curricula to the Grade Level Expectations/Grade Span Expectations. Teachers will learn how read the GLES/GSEs, how to identify GLEs not currently addressed, and how to adjust lesson plans to incorporate them. The importance of the GLEs in the NECAP assessments will be addressed. For a final project, you will choose one Cluster/Strand of the GLEs and align your existing curricula to it.  You will use the Backward Design Process to set new learning goals and create or modify curriculum.  This course is meant to be the first step in an ongoing process for teachers in aligning curriculum to the GLEs.

	Unit 1
	Orientation:  Making Yourself at Home in an Online Course 
	

	This introduction to the online environment involves a short series of assignments designed to familiarize participants with the course and the delivery system. Course participants will explore the course, introduce themselves to their classmates, email the course instructor, have a short discussion about their current understanding of the course content, and set a goal or goals for their growth in the course.

	Unit 2
	Grade Level Expectations: Background and Navigation
	

	In this unit, you will learn about the background of the GLEs including why and how they were developed. You will visit the state website and spend some time exploring the GLEs and accompanying resources. By the end of this session you will decide on one stem you wish to map for your final project.

	Unit 3
	Understanding the GLEs: Definitions and Terms
	

	In this unit, you will look more closely at the GLEs, focusing on definitions of terms, depth of knowledge and the relationship between GLEs and the NECAPs. You will read about Depths of Knowledge and explore teacher resources created by the New England Compact. You will also begin creating a map of how your current curriculum addresses the GLEs in your chosen strand or cluster.

	Unit 4
	Assessing Student Learning 
	

	In this unit, you will read about classroom assessment and begin to identify what can be used as evidence that expectations have been met. You will finish mapping your current curriculum for your chosen strand or cluster.

	Unit 5
	Identifying Gaps in Curriculum and Setting Goals
	

	In this unit you will read about backward design. You will review NECAP results to identify potential areas of weakness and use your map of current curriculum to identify gaps. Based on these gaps and weaknesses, you will write new learning goals.  

	Unit 6
	Using Backward Design to Create New Lessons that Meet GLEs
	

	In this unit you will consider how to incorporate your new learning goals into your current curriculum. You will use the backward design process to plan a new lesson to address one of your new learning goals. As you plan new lessons and assessments to incorporate into your curriculum, you will continue to fill out your mapping template.

	Unit 7
	Reflection and Planning for the Future 
	

	In this final unit, you will share your final mapping project and reflect on your experiences with using backward design to align your curriculum to the GLEs.  You will review several schools' plans for aligning their complete curriculum to the GLEs and think about moving forward by setting some goals for aligning the remainder of your curriculum.  You'll post your final mapping project and ask your peers to provide feedback on your work.


Course Project:    

Participants will select one strand or cluster of their curricula to map against the GLEs, identify gaps, and develop lesson plans and assessments to meet the GLEs. Final projects should be specific, thorough, and original to this course. 

Course Goals

During this course, you will:

· read and understand the GLEs 

· map the GLEs against their current curriculum 

· recognize and address gaps in the curriculum 

· meet mastery of GLEs 

· understand the relationship of the GLEs to NECAP assessments 

· employ methods in which each content area can be aligned to the GLEs
Course Expectations

This course is divided into seven one-week sessions beginning with an orientation week. Each session includes readings, activities, and an online discussion among workshop participants. The time for completing each session is estimated to be five to six hours. 

Your instructor will review and assess your progress throughout the course. At the conclusion of each session, your instructor will update your course Gradebook. It is important to review the assessment criteria in the course rubric that will be used to determine your grades. In short, if you pay attention to the following, you will do just fine: 

1. Make sure you complete the readings each week and do the activities each week. Afterwards, your first posting in the discussion area should make reference to the readings and activities in such a way that your instructor can tell you read the material and engaged in the activities. 

2. Make sure you post at least 2 message replies in the discussion area each week, and that each posting contains substantial comments (i.e., a comment like “oh, that’s interesting” is NOT substantial). 

3. Choose at least 2 different days each week when you will participate in the discussions. We suggest posting at lease once within the first few days of the week, with your second post at least two days before the next week begins. If you only post on one day each week, you will not receive full credit because one posting a week does not help the group develop rich ongoing discussions. 

4. Make sure you post on time, not after everyone else has moved on to the next week’s discussion. 

5. Keep up with your weekly journal. While you may not be asked to submit your journal, it will be very helpful to you as you work on your final project. 

In order to be eligible to receive a Certificate of Completion, you must participate in all of the weekly discussions and complete all assigned tasks. Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their participation in class discussions. Participants are required to post a minimum of three substantial comments for each discussion, including one that addresses the discussion starter and demonstrates understanding of the course/unit concepts, citing examples from the readings. Additional postings should provide substantive comments to other participants, which are thoughtful, relevant, and serve to extend the discussion. 

Progress will be reviewed and assessed throughout the course. At the conclusion of each unit, the course Gradebook will be updated to reflect the quality of your participation in the course. 

In order to receive a Certificate of Completion at the end of the course, you must earn a passing grade of 60% or more in the course requirements, earning at least 150 out of 250 points. 
Graduate Credit

If you choose to take the course for graduate credit, there is an additional requirement to complete a Reflection Paper, which is worth an additional 50 points. The guidelines and rubric for this paper are posted in each course. You will need to (a) send your tuition registration form with payment directly to the university graduate studies office no later than the start of Unit 7 of your course and (b) notify your instructor that you have registered for graduate credit. If taking the course for graduate credit, a passing grade is 70% or more, earning at least 170 out of 300 points.
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