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Course Description:  This course engages local homeless education liaisons, Title I managers, special educators, and other interested individuals (i.e., school nurses, teachers, guidance counselors, administrators) in acquiring knowledge, skills, and perspectives of the educational needs and challenges of homeless children and youth, from the perspective of the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act. An explicit goal of this course is to assist districts in the identification and immediate enrollment of children and youth in homeless situations. Participants will work to identify the specific challenges and needs of unaccompanied youth - including youth in their school service area that may have already disengaged (dropped out) from school. Youth outreach strategies to identify and re-connect youth to education for completion of high school, and in some cases, preparation for post secondary education will be covered. Activities in this course include readings, video resources, and postings to the online discussion area. The final project for this course involves developing local strategies, policies, and practices to identify and remove educational barriers and develop community collaboration strategies to assist homeless families, children, and youth. 

	Unit 1
	Make Yourself Comfortable 
	

	The orientation unit for this course focuses on your understanding of online learning and the use of online delivery systems to effectively achieve learning. You will be asked to review articles on both online learning as well as the topic of homeless children and youth. 

	Unit 2
	McKinney-Vento Basics 
	

	In this unit, you will look at the status of family poverty and homelessness in the US, the impact of homelessness on the education of children and youth, and the legislative response contained within the McKinney-Vento Act, IDEA, and Head Start re-authorization. 

	Unit 3
	Family Poverty and Homelessness
	

	In this unit you will learn about family poverty and the impact of homelessness on education and learning.  You will learn about the causes of homelessness and explore the long-term impacts of homelessness on children and youth. You will examine homelessness in your district, school(s), local community, and state and begin to identify local educational barriers to accessing public education. You will then identify local resources for families and youth in homeless situations. 

	Unit 4
	Educational Impacts and Legislative Response
	

	In this unit, you will identify the gaps between what is already in place within your district and what is required for McKinney-Vento Act compliance (including IDEA and Title I-A components). By beginning the process of a local needs assessment, you will be addressing McKinney-Vento requirements and indentifying barriers faced by children and youth who are homeless.

	Unit 5
	LEA and Homeless Liaison Responsibilities
	

	In this unit, you will look at the roles of the LEA (district) and the local homeless education liaison, and other school personnel (include participant team members). You will consider the responsibilities required of each, including the identification and revision of practices and/or policies that act as barriers to access education.

	Unit 6
	Awareness, Barriers, and Opportunities
	

	In this unit, you will continue the development of a local action plan to meet requirements of McKinney-Vento and the identified needs of homeless children and youth. This will include evidence of local training and/or awareness activities conducted in the district including evidence of community collaboration and the identification of needs faced by unaccompanied youth or plans to provide awareness raising activities.

	Unit 7
	Final Projects
	

	In this unit, you will review the local action plans and implementation strategies of other district teams, providing feedback and noting any ideas in other plans that might enhance your own team’s plan. You will also complete a final course evaluation survey.


Audience (potential team members)

While enrollment in this course may be as individuals, we recommend a team approach comprised of 2-3 members as follows: Local School District Homeless Education Liaisons, Title I Project Managers, Special Education Coordinators/Directors, teachers, guidance counselors, school nurses and/or other school personnel working with children and youth who are homeless. A family shelter director, case manager, or youth outreach worker would also be an excellent inclusion on the team. Individuals not participating as part of a team are expected to contact other district/school personnel and/or community resources as needed to gather information as required for activities during the course.

Learning Goals 
Students will: 

1. Discuss homelessness in the United States in the context of families and unaccompanied youth. 

2. Identify and summarize the key components of the two federal laws (McKinney-Vento Act and IDEA) enacted to protect the educational rights of children and youth in poverty and how those components are addressed in their district. 

3. Discuss the deleterious effects of homelessness (on children and youth) on learning and educational success. 

4. Discuss the role of the Homeless Education Coordinator at the State Education Agency (SEA) and identify at least three of the resources available to LEAs (districts) from the state agency. 

5. Identify the local homeless liaison in their LEA (district) and summarize the roles and responsibilities of the local liaison (and the LEA). 

6. Provide evidence of the district’s compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act and/or a plan for meeting full compliance. This may be a review of barriers and identification of strategies to remove barriers. 

7. Summarize and identify evidence within their district of the required collaboration with McKinney-Vento, as specified in Title I Part A. If participant’s district is not a Title I district, collaborate with other course participants or the course facilitator in order to contact a Title I district.

8. Develop a local awareness training session, or other identification strategy based on the identified needs (or identified barriers) of the district with regards to the education of homeless children and youth, including unaccompanied youth.

Course Expectations
This course is divided into seven one-week sessions beginning with an orientation week. Each session includes readings, activities, and an online discussion among workshop participants. The time for completing each session is estimated to be five to six hours. 

Your instructor will review and assess your progress throughout the course. At the conclusion of each session, your instructor will update your course Gradebook. It is important to review the assessment criteria in the course rubric that will be used to determine your grades. In short, if you pay attention to the following, you will do just fine: 

1. Make sure you complete the readings each week and do the activities each week. Afterwards, your first posting in the discussion area should make reference to the readings and activities in such a way that your instructor can tell you read the material and engaged in the activities. 

2. Make sure you post at least 2 message replies in the discussion area each week, and that each posting contains substantial comments (i.e., a comment like “oh, that’s interesting” is NOT substantial). 

3. Choose at least 2 different days each week when you will participate in the discussions. We suggest posting at lease once within the first few days of the week, with your second post at least two days before the next week begins. If you only post on one day each week, you will not receive full credit because one posting a week does not help the group develop rich ongoing discussions. 

4. Make sure you post on time, not after everyone else has moved on to the next week’s discussion. 

In order to be eligible to receive a Certificate of Completion, you must participate in all of the weekly discussions and complete all assigned tasks. Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their participation in class discussions. Participants are required to post a minimum of three substantial comments for each discussion, including one that addresses the discussion starter and demonstrates understanding of the course/unit concepts, citing examples from the readings. Additional postings should provide substantive comments to other participants, which are thoughtful, relevant, and serve to extend the discussion. 

Progress will be reviewed and assessed throughout the course. At the conclusion of each unit, the course Gradebook will be updated to reflect the quality of your participation in the course. 

In order to receive a Certificate of Completion at the end of the course, you must earn a passing grade of 60% or more in the course requirements, earning at least 150 out of 250 points. 

Graduate Credit

If you choose to take the course for graduate credit, there is an additional requirement to complete a Reflection Paper, which is worth an additional 50 points. The guidelines and rubric for this paper are posted in each course. You will need to (a) send your tuition registration form with payment directly to the university graduate studies office no later than the start of Unit 7 of your course and (b) notify your instructor that you have registered for graduate credit. If taking the course for graduate credit, a passing grade is 70% or more, earning at least 170 out of 300 points.
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