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A New Hampshire e-Learning for Educators Online Professional Development Course

Course: 
School Policies for 21st Century Learning

Instructor: 
Professor Scott F. Johnson, scottfjohnson@tds.net or 888-474-3137 
Dr. Cathy Higgins, chiggins@ed.state.nh.us or 603.271.2453
Course Description: This course provides an opportunity for teachers, technology coordinators, and other school leaders to learn about school safety and legal/policy issues involved in creating safe 21st century learning environments. Participants will gain a better understanding of legal issues related to Internet access and effective Acceptable Use Policies for Internet use, including use of new Web 2.0 tools used for social networking and collaborative learning.

	Unit 1
	Make Yourself at Home
	6/25/08 – 7/1/08

	This unit focuses on your understanding of online learning and the use of online delivery systems to effectively achieve learning. You will review articles about online learning, as well as school policies and practices. You will explore the course and try out various content delivery features that we will be using throughout the course. You are encouraged to continue to explore all the features of the delivery system and increase your comfort level with taking an online course. 

	Unit 2
	Legal Aspects of Internet Use
	7/2/08 – 7/8/08

	In this unit, you will begin by looking at typical uses of the Internet among today’s youth. You will become acquainted with some of the state and federal laws and standards that govern the digital educational environment, looking at how these legal aspects influence school policies and, in turn, impact your work as an educator. A review of the current policies that exist within your own school district will help you lay a foundation for your final project for this course.

	Unit 3
	Protecting Student Privacy & Safety
	7/9/08 – 7/1508

	This unit discusses several key issues regarding school districts' obligations to protect students who engage in online activities at school. You will look at resources related to student privacy and student safety and explore some of the legal requirements in this area.

	Unit 4
	Filtering vs Educating
	7/16/08 – 7/2208

	This unit follows up on CIPA's filtering requirements and explores some of the First Amendment and other issues that may arise when filtering or blocking online information. It also provides information regarding ways to educate students about the appropriate use of technology. Discussions will allow participants to share their experiences and ideas about these issues. 

	Unit 5
	Cyberbullying and Discipline Issues
	7/23/08 – 7/29/08

	This unit provides information about cyberspeech, cyberbullying, and the legal parameters regarding disciplining students for online expression at school and outside of school, such as derogatory comments online on personal websites, blogs, MySpace, etc. It also includes information on ways other than discipline to address cyberbullying and related issues.

	Unit 6
	Copyright & Plagiarism
	7/30/08 – 8/5/08

	This unit covers copyright and plagiarism issues that can arise in today's 21st Century Learning Environments. Participants will review readings and interactive information about ways that teachers can, and cannot, use material from the Internet to teach classes, as well as ways students can use Internet information in their assignments. Also addressed are Fair Use exceptions, plagiarism, Creative Commons and best practices when using the work of others. 

	Unit 7
	Developing School Policies – Final Project
	8/6/08 – 8/12/08

	In this final unit, you will revisit your course notes and your school district’s current acceptable use policies. You will develop a draft of a revised policy document and a plan of action to seek the changes you feel are necessary, based on what you learned in this course. 


Course Expectations
This course is divided into seven one-week sessions beginning with an orientation week. Each session includes readings, activities, and an online discussion among workshop participants. The time for completing each session is estimated to be five to six hours. 

Your instructor will review and assess your progress throughout the course. At the conclusion of each session, your instructor will update your course Gradebook. It is important to review the assessment criteria in the course rubric that will be used to determine your grades. In short, if you pay attention to the following, you will do just fine: 

1. Make sure you complete the readings each week and do the activities each week. Afterwards, your first posting in the discussion area should make reference to the readings and activities in such a way that your instructor can tell you read the material and engaged in the activities. 

2. Make sure you post at least 2 message replies in the discussion area each week, and that each posting contains substantial comments (i.e., a comment like “oh, that’s interesting” is NOT substantial). 

3. Choose at least 2 different days each week when you will participate in the discussions. We suggest posting at lease once within the first few days of the week, with your second post at least two days before the next week begins. If you only post on one day each week, you will not receive full credit because one posting a week does not help the group develop rich ongoing discussions. 

4. Make sure you post on time, not after everyone else has moved on to the next week’s discussion. 

5. Keep up with your weekly journal. While you may not be asked to submit your journal, it will be very helpful to you as you work on your final project. 

In order to be eligible to receive a Certificate of Completion, you must participate in all of the 7 weekly discussions and complete all assigned tasks. Participants will be evaluated on the frequency and quality of their participation in class discussions. Participants are required to post a minimum of three substantial comments for each discussion, including one that addresses the discussion starter and demonstrates understanding of the course/unit concepts, citing examples from the readings. Additional postings should provide substantive comments to other participants, which are thoughtful, relevant, and serve to extend the discussion. 

Progress will be reviewed and assessed throughout the course. At the conclusion of each unit, the course Gradebook will be updated to reflect the quality of your participation in the course. 

In order to receive a Certificate of Completion at the end of the course, you must earn a passing grade of 60% or more in the course requirements, earning at least 150 out of 250 points. 
Graduate Credit
If you choose to take the course for graduate credit, there is an additional requirement to complete a Reflection Paper, which is worth an additional 50 points. The guidelines and rubric for this paper are posted in each course. You will need to (a) send your tuition registration form with payment directly to the university graduate studies office no later than the start of Unit 7 of your course and (b) notify your instructor that you have registered for graduate credit. If taking the course for graduate credit, a passing grade is 70% or more, earning at least 170 out of 300 points.
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