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Course Reflection Paper Guidelines



             


Reflection Paper for Graduate Credit
In order to get graduate credit for the course, a reflection paper is required.  The format and requirements for the reflection paper are given below.  A rubric has also been developed using these criteria and organization for the paper.  Your instructor will use this rubric to assess your reflection paper should you decide to take the course for graduate credit.  

Your course reflection paper should not be a summary or report of information presented in the course.  It should be a self analysis of how your feelings and perceptions about your learning the course content, backed by evidence which demonstrates your growth throughout the course.  Reflective writing can be done in many forms. 
In his book, Creating Significant Learning Experiences, L. Dee Fink, describes a hierarchy of ways in which learning can be significant in both your professional and personal life.  The criteria for the course reflection paper are adapted from Dr. Fink’s taxonomy of significant learning.  As you write your paper, reflect on the various ways in which your learning in the course was significant. Organize your reflection around the six areas of significant learning.  Be sure to include supporting evidence from the course that demonstrates your personal growth and professional development.
Fink, L. Dee.  2003.  Creating Significant Learning Experiences.  Jossey-Bass (John Wiley and Sons Imprint).  San Francisco.  You can preview the book on Google Books at http://books.google.com/books?id=yycqudpQkQwC&printsec=frontcover&dq=creating+significant+learning+experiences#v=onepage&q=&f=false
Chapter 2 of the book describes this taxonomy of significant  learning.  A condensation of the chapter can be found in “Taxonomy of Significant Learning” at http://www.wcu.edu/WebFiles/PDFs/facultycenter_SignificantLearning.pdf
Organization and Content of the Reflection Paper

Foundational Knowledge     (10 points)
· What did you learn by taking this course?
Discuss the knowledge in terms of content and/or skills gained by taking this course.  
· How has taking this course increased your understanding of the course content in general?
Discuss how this course helped develop and/or increase your understanding of the content.  
Application     (15 points)
· How will what you learned in the course help you increase the learning of your students?
Discuss how the content of this course applies to the learners in your classroom.  
· How will you use the content of the course to increase your teaching effectiveness?
Discuss the application of the content to your teaching practice.  
· What skills or abilities did you learn to do by taking this course? 
Discuss the development of any skills or abilities you increased by taking this course.  
Integration     (10 points)
· How did the concepts covered in the individual units of the course relate to your ability to achieve the goals of the course?
Discuss the relationship that connects the concepts covered in each unit to the broad goals of the course.
· How did taking the course aid in your professional growth?
Discuss the relationship between the goals of the course and your professional growth as an educator.
Human Dimension     (5 points)
· What is the significance of the course content to your self, your students, your colleagues, or your academic content specialty?
Discuss any insights about yourself or others gained from taking this course in terms of your academic content specialty.  

Caring     (5 points)
· How has taking this course increased your desire to learn more about the content area in the future?
Discuss any new interests or values that you gained because of taking this course.  

Learning How to Learn     (5 points)
· How has your participation in this course enhanced the effectiveness of your future learning?
Discuss any insights you gained through the course regarding your learning process.
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