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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

TECHNOLOGY LITERACY CHALLENGE FUND SUB-GRANTS

Fifth Round of Funding
Introduction

I. Authority and Funding
This request for proposals solicits applications for funding under the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund, ESEA, Title III.  Sub-grants to school districts will be awarded by the New Hampshire Department of Education through a competitive process.

We anticipate that Congress will appropriate $425 million throughout the United States to fund the fifth year of the Technology Literacy Challenge Grant Fund. New Hampshire expects to have $2.018 million available to distribute to school districts.
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II.  Purpose and Scope

A. Purpose:  The purpose of this program is to advance the full integration of technology into teaching and learning so that all students will be technologically literate by the dawn of the 21st century.  To this end the President has identified the following four goals:

· All teachers will have the training and support they need to help all students learn through the use of computers and through the information superhighway.

· All teachers and students will have modern computers in their classrooms.

· Every classroom will be connected to the information superhighway.

· Effective and engaging software and on-line resources will be an integral part of every school curriculum.

B.  Scope: The Technology Literacy Challenge Fund provides for state-administered grants, which will be awarded to school districts on a competitive basis. For this round of funding the Department has divided the monies into three categories.   The first category will select sub-grantees that propose using one or both of the professional development products identified by the New Hampshire Department of Education.  All school districts are encouraged to apply for this category. The second category can only be applied for by school districts having schools with a higher than ten to one, student to modern computer ratio, for the purpose of reaching at least a ten to one student to modern computer ratio within those schools. Those schools so identified by the New Hampshire Technology Survey 1999 are listed within this RFP.  School districts applying for hardware must apply for one of the professional development products or have a professional development focus to their special project.  The third category is special projects.  This last category is open to any school districts that can demonstrate their progress in the areas of professional development for the integration of technology into the curriculum and procurement of modern hardware.  School districts applying for hardware may only apply for a special project that has a professional development focus if they elect not to apply for one of the professional development products. 
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III. Grants and Eligibility

A district may submit only one proposal as a district. There may be up to three parts for each proposal: one for each professional development product, and one for hardware to reach a ten to one student to modern computer ratio or one for a special project.

Fifth round funded awards will be made for the period March 2001 through June 30, 2002.  All awarded funds must be obligated prior to June 30, 2002.  

A. Professional Development Awards. Individual awards for the professional development products will be for the cost of the product for that school district.  All school districts are encouraged to apply for both of these products.

B. Hardware Awards. Individual awards for hardware purchases are limited to the total cost of the number of modern computers required to meet the ten to one, student to modern computer ratio, within that school district. These are only for computers available for student use.  School districts requiring technology support to implement the use of this hardware may include an additional 10% of the grant request for hardware to be used for personnel to supervise the setup and installation of the new hardware. The New Hampshire Department of Education will not fund any telecommunications services, connections, or hardware eligible for E-rate reimbursement through this round of funding.

C. Special Projects. These awards are offered for technology projects aligned with a school district technology plan.  This is not intended for those districts struggling to reach a ten to one student to multimedia workstation ratio unless there is a professional development focus. A school district may only apply for one special project.

D. Technology Plan Requirements. In order to be eligible for a sub-grant, each school district must have a currently approved technology plan.  This technology plan addresses the types of technologies to be acquired, how they will be integrated into the curriculum, collaborative efforts to maximize the use of technology, professional development, existing sources of supporting resources, projected costs, and mechanisms to coordinate all technology funds. There must be evidence of sufficient district funds budgeted for technology if a proposal is to be considered feasible and sustainable.  The Office of Educational Technology has made a Technology Planning Guide available on our web site: http://www.ed.state.nh.us/edtech/ethome.htm  All school district technology plans which are expiring prior to June 30, 2001 will be considered valid for this round of funding. Any non-public school within a district wanting to participate in the district application must have a technology plan on file at the New Hampshire Department of Education prior to the TLCF deadline of January 19, 2001.

E. Technology Survey Requirements. Additionally each school building within a school district must complete the New Hampshire Technology Survey 2001 being sent to each school building this fall.  If a non-public school wants to participate in the district application for TLCF they will have to complete a Technology Survey 2001.  All school districts receiving TLCF funding through this round of funding must commit to a minimum of 75% of their district staff completing a technology/professional development needs survey to be provided by the NH Department of Education within the project period.

F. Application Reviews. Applications for the professional development products, hardware, and special projects  will be reviewed by a team of qualified individuals. All applications will be weighted according to the rubric for each application part. The rubric for each application part is included within these instructions. 
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IV. Notification of Non-Public Schools
Section 14503 of Title XIV of the ESEA requires that school districts offer local private schools the opportunity to participate in the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund on an equitable basis and that such consultation shall occur during the design and development of the applications. (See Equitable Access Assurances in the Application Packet.)  Non public schools wanting to participate in a school district application for this round of funds, must have a technology plan and a completed Technology Survey 2001 on file at the New Hampshire Department of Education. Equipment purchased as a result of a TCLF Grant remains the property of a public school district even though on loan to a non-public school.
One way to address this requirement is to notify all non-public schools within a district’s boundaries by letter.  Such correspondence may be a form letter.  

An example of wording a letter:

XYZ School District is in the process of preparing and submitting a grant to the New Hampshire Department of Education under the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund Sub-grant. This is a federally funded competitive grant program in which funds can be used to provide teacher training. Non public schools wishing to participate in this application must have a technology plan and a completed Technology Survey 2001 on file at the New Hampshire Department of Education. 

If you are interested in participating in this program, please check the appropriate box below.  We will contact you within a few days to discuss the grant, ask for your ideas, and try to determine what would be most beneficial for your school.  

Regardless of whether you want to participate, we ask that you return this letter so that we will know how to proceed. 
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V. Consortia

The State shall make grants only to individual public school districts. For this fifth round of funding there will be no consortia proposals.  If a non-public school is participating in a school district application, that application is still considered a school district proposal, not a consortium.  
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VI.   Reduction of Disparities

The Department considers the reduction of disparities between the technologically-endowed districts and the non-endowed districts a high priority. This type of disparity was evaluated in the New Hampshire Technology Survey 1999 and again in 2000.  Every school building in New Hampshire responded to the Technology Survey 1999 and 2000.  We have collected the data from this survey and identified those school districts with a greater than ten to one student to modern computer ratio. These disparities may be the result of Educational, Economic and Social reasons.  This type of disparity is addressed in the Economic, Educational, Social Needs Criteria (EES) of this RFP. (In the section APPLICATION COMPONENTS III.) 

In order to be considered for a Technology Literacy Challenge Fund Sub-grant, each school building within an applying district must complete the New Hampshire Technology Survey 2000, even if the proposed funds will not be used for a particular school.  Non-public schools are not required to complete this survey unless participating in the application. Contacts at all public school buildings within the district will be receiving information to complete the Technology Survey 2001 forms this Fall. The person designated by the school district as the building contact has been indicated as the person completing the form for their building.  If the building contact has changed, please notify Chrys Bouvier at cbouvier@ed.state.nh.us or 271-8049.  Non public schools may request a blank Technology Survey 2001 from the Office of Educational Technology at the New Hampshire Department of Education by contacting Chrys Bouvier.  

This is the only school Technology Survey you will need to complete for the New Hampshire Department of Education in order to be eligible for this round of funding.  The Department of Education will be using this data for decision making on educational technology initiatives.  This data should also be utilized by the LEA when writing or updating their technology plans. All school districts receiving TLCF funding through this round of funding will commit to a minimum of 75% of their district staff completing a technology/professional development needs survey to be provided by the NH Department of Education within the project period.  It is expected that the data collected from this staff survey will assist districts and the State with professional development decisions related to the District Master Professional Development Plans, as well as technology professional development offerings through the Office of Educational Technology.  This data will also assist school districts when completing technology surveys in subsequent years. 

IF ANY SCHOOL WITHIN A DISTRICT FAILS TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY, THE DISTRICT WILL BE INELIGIBLE FOR ANY TECHNOLOGY FUNDS ADMINISTERED THROUGH THE NH DepartMENT of Education.

Therefore, the New Hampshire Department of Education will be using the data collected from our Technology Surveys along with the EES points to note disparities between school districts and determine if they need assistance reaching a ten to one student to modern computer ratio.  If a school district has reached the ten to one student to modern computer ratio by the end of the 1999-2000 school year, that school district may not apply for hardware offered through this round of  TLCF.
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VII.  Submission Information

An original and four copies of the application must be received by the Division of Program Support, Attn. Chrys Bouvier, Department of Education, 101 Pleasant Street, Concord, NH 03301-3860, no later than 4:30 p.m. on January 19, 2001.  Applications submitted after this deadline, incomplete or not conforming to the form set forth below will not be considered.  Receipt may be verified by calling Chrys Bouvier at 271-8049 or cbouvier@ed.state.nh.us.
Applications will not be accepted via facsimile or electronic mail. 

material submitted must be typed, single spaced, and in a font size no smaller than 12 point. please use the space provided on the forms only.  do not send attachments unless specifically requested.  Do not bind the application, its components or the copies with anything more than a staple or paper clip. Please, no three ring binders or spiral binding!

Each application component must be clearly identified and responded to in the order asked within this RFP.   Please insert the district name in the place provided at the top of each page submitted. 

A form 1 is not required with the application.  However, successful applicants will be required to complete a form 1 to begin their project. Indirect costs may be added to the hardware or special projects part of the form 1.  No indirect costs may be added to the professional development parts of a form 1. 

ONLY THOSE APPLICATIONS CONFORMING TO THE FORMAT INCLUDED HEREIN WILL BE CONSIDERED for review.  Applications which do not follow the guidelines will not be eligible for funding.
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VIII.  Timeline







The New Hampshire Department of Education has established the following timeline:

October 6, 2000  

Release of Sub-grant RFP

October 17, 2000
Southwest Region Technical Assistance Seminar for this round of TLCF and use of the Technology Planning Guide

9:00 AM – Noon

Instructional Resource Center, Roosevelt School

438 Washington Street

Keene, NH


Contact: Ceil Scranton 603-357-0101

October 18, 2000
Lakes Region Technical Assistance Seminar for this round of TLCF and use of the Technology Planning Guide

9:00 AM – Noon

Memorial Middle School Library

Laconia, NH


Contact: Bob Champlin 603-524-5710
October 19, 2000
South Central Region Technical Assistance Seminar for this round of TLCF and use of the Technology Planning Guide

9:00 AM – Noon

West Running Brook School

Derry, NH

Contact: Dot Wiley 603-432-1250

October 20, 2000
Northwest Region Technical Assistance Seminar for this round of TLCF and use of the Technology Planning Guide

9:00 AM – Noon

Lebanon High School

Contact: 448-1634
October 23, 2000
Southeast Region Technical Assistance Seminar for this round of TLCF and use of the Technology Planning Guide


9:00 AM – Noon

Culinary Arts Dining Room, Portsmouth High School

Portsmouth, NH




Contact: Ed Stokel 603-436-7100;e.stokel@portsmouth.k12.nh.us

January 19, 2001

Deadline for submission

February 20-22, 2001
Review of applications


March 23, 2001

Recommendations made to the Commissioner and State Board

March 27, 2001

Announcement of Sub-grant Awards
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Application Components

I. Each school district that is applying for funding from the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund (TLCF) must submit an application set consisting of the following components:

· Signed Application Cover Page. With original signature (form included in Application Packet) There will be one cover sheet for all four application parts.

· Equitable Access Form (included in Application Packet) There will be one Equitable Access Form for all four application parts.

· Completed Application Forms. There are four different application parts (two professional development products, one for hardware, and one for a special project).  Only complete those application forms for those parts for which you are applying. All forms contained within a part must be completed in order to be considered for that part. School districts applying for hardware must apply for at least one of the professional development products or have a professional development focus within their special project. 
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II.
Description of Application Parts
1.  
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT BY CLASSROOM CONNECT: CONNECTED UNIVERSITY

Classroom Connect’s Connected University is an on-line professional development community, which provides on-line courses for teachers focusing on teaching and learning issues.  Special emphasis is made between standards and technology.  Considerations include the use of appropriate learning theory, research-based information, current curriculum integration strategies as well as technical skills and strategies.  In addition to courses, on-line tutorials, a rich web-link library and other resources will be available to licensees.  These resources and courses are specifically designed to assist educators in the integration of technology across all grades K-12.  The Connected University Library hosts the Learner Projects Gallery, home to all the projects created in the online courses. 

Connected University includes courses and tutorials designed for the most novice of users.  Simple things like how to know when text is “clickable” on the web are included.  At the same time, more veteran users will find courses for those wanting to create web pages and courses specifically designed for site technology leaders.

The selection of courses includes: 

Basics Short Courses:

· Short Course: Internet Basics


· Short Course: Email Basics

· Short Course: Computer Basics

· Short Course: Message Board Basics

· Short Course: Searching and Browsing Basics

Courses by the American Museum of Natural History:
· Diversity of Fishes 

· The Study of Spiders 

· Why Are There No More Woolly Mammoths? 

Curriculum:
· Quests: Creating Adventure Learning in Your Classroom

· Reading and Language Arts Online

· Science and Technology: A Natural Partnership
· Social Studies Online: An Overview
· Using Technology to Support Literacy Instruction
· Using the Net to Create Thematic Units

Administration:
· Leading with Technology 
Specialist:
· Managing Technology Life Cycles

· A Technology Coordinator’s Tool Kit

· Technology’s Role in the Special Education Classroom

Instruction:
· Collaborating with Parents

· Creative Assessment Strategies


· Essential Questions 

· Internet in the Classroom: First Steps

· My First Web Page

· My Next Web Pages

· The One-Computer Classroom by Tom Snyder Productions

· PowerPoint in the Classroom 

· Teaching Multiple Intelligences through Technology

· Technology and Assessment


· Technology's Role in the Special Education Classroom

· WebQuests 

Standards:

· Teaching to Standards

· Teaching to California Standards

· Teaching to Florida’s Sunshine Standards

· Teaching to Texas TEKS
The tutorials, or “How-to Guides” are provided in Connected University to offer quick supportive and informative tidbits of information on commonly needed topics.  These are not six-week courses but rather short mini-lessons and checklists to help learners with common tasks or to answer frequently asked questions.

· How to Manage Bookmarks 

· How to Attach Files to Email


· How to Create your Own Hotlist

· How to Choose a Search Tool

· How to Download Files

· How to Choose a Directory

· How to Search the Web

· How to Choose a Search Engine

· How to Legally Use Internet Resources

· How to Cite Internet Resources

· How to Develop an AUP

· How to Interact with Experts


· How to Purge your Browsers Cache

· How to Surf Safely

· How to Create Electronic Portfolios

· How to Evaluate Web sites

· How to Track Internet Resources

· How to Use Good Netiquette 

· How to Set up and Manage Mailing Lists

· How to Download and Install Plug-Ins

· How to Participate in a Chat Room Discussion

· How to Promote Collaboration on the Internet

· How to Protect Your Privacy on the Internet
Connected University also contain a variety of software tutorials that will familiarize educators with some of the most popular software as well as give them practical experience creating useful tools for their classrooms.

· Developing a Classroom Gradebook with Excel

· Multimedia Reporting with PowerPoint

· Developing a School Newsletter with Appleworks

· Building a Classroom Planner with FileMaker Pro 

· Building a Classroom Web Site with FrontPage 

· Creating Multimedia Stories with HyperStudio 

· Analyzing a Narrative with Inspiration 

· Creating a School Newsletter with MS Word

Connected University is web-based and is entirely platform neutral.  An Internet connection, standard web browser is all that is needed.  No downloaded software is needed.  This may be incorporated into district professional workshops or designed for individual professional staff use.  The Connected University Assessment Tool allows educators to measure themselves against popular scales to determine their strengths and growth areas. Technology coordinators and other administrators are able to make data-driven decisions about their staff development using Connected University’s Management System.  Online reports give administrators several options for tracking system use.

Connected University courses are eligible for credit as independent study through Plymouth State College.  A demonstration of these courses may be viewed at the Connected University Web site at www.cu.classroom.com.  A site license is by school building and may be used by all personnel connected to that building, i.e., all teachers, administrators, school board members, and other staff. The period for access to Connected University through this round of funding will be from September 1, 2001 through August 31, 2002.

School districts receiving this product are expected to provide a minimum of two lesson plans for the New Hampshire Educators Web site (NHEON) by the end of the project period.  The Web site can be accessed at www.nheon.org 
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2. PROFESIONAL DEVELOPMENT BY VITAL KNOWLEDGE: TEACHER'S TECH TUTOR 

Vital Knowledge Software offers a unique training system called the Teacher’s Tech Tutor.  The concept integrates the delivery of training in a unique way, combining the use of the World Wide Web and CD-ROM technology.  The main benefits of each technology have been utilized to present technology tools, their applications, and their practical uses by teachers. 

This program works well in the workshop environment and may be incorporated into professional development activities planned by the district.  However, Tech Tutor offers the advantage of professional staff having the ability to train at their own pace, anywhere they want, seven days a week and 24 hours a day. 

Each license for this product will be available in the following configuration:

A. Ten sets of three CDs: The World of the Internet (use of Internet and electronic mail), Technology in the Classroom (technology applications), and Facilitating Learning with Technology (learning theories and strategies) will be provided for the school district. 

B. Full and unlimited access to the Tech Tutor  Web site and access to the Vital Knowledge toll-free hotline and on-line technical support through August 31, 2002 will be provided to twenty professional staff per school using password access. 

C. A site license and network version will be provided for each school building within the school district. 

D. A master and digital copy of the Classroom Survival Guide (CSG) with reproduction rights for twenty copies will be provided to the school district.  The CSG is a complete binder that contains useful and relevant information (also included on the CDs and on the Web site) that can prove beneficial on a daily basis.  Documents are continuously added to the Tech Tutor Web site (PDF download), which can be printed and added to the binder. There will also be an on-line testing component for each professional staff at each step of the training (four times during the training period) as well as statistical analysis of the teacher/school’s test results.   Upgrades and updates will be available through the Web site.  The total training available on Tech Tutor is equivalent to more than 75 hours of traditional classroom training. 

School districts that received this product through Round 4 funding of the TLCF, may request extensions on their passwords, or request additional passwords. Additional sets of CDs, passwords and binder reproduction rights may be requested in the application.  Technology training sessions for schools receiving new licenses this round will be provided. 

On the Web site, teachers can discuss technology issues, pose questions to an on-line technology trainer, research new technologies, take further courses, chat with other novice users and/or work on various teaching exercises with other more experienced teachers.  Under the Teacher’s Tech Tutor training program, teachers will learn by using interactive multimedia CDs as well as the on-line environment.  

Teacher’s Tech Tutor requires the following technical capacity:

· Mac/PC compatibility

· Compatible with Windows 3.1, 95, 98 or NT.

· School districts that apply for this product must provide evidence of the technical capacity within the district to use this product.

School districts receiving this product are expected to provide a minimum of two lesson plans for the New Hampshire Educators Web site (NHEON) by the end of the project period.  The Web site can be accessed at www.nheon.org. 
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3.
HARDWARE

Only New Hampshire school districts with a greater than ten to one student to modern computer ratio may apply for hardware in Round 5 of this Technology Literacy Challenge Fund Grant.  This is to be used for modern computers as well as the necessary application software to be used by students.  Modern computers are defined at this time as: 

· being capable of running Internet Explorer or Netscape 4.0 or better

· being capable of running Microsoft Office 97 or its equivalent or better

You may ask for as much as you need to achieve the 10:1 ratio.  This may be achieved with stand-alone multimedia computers or computer workstations connected to a server. Consideration will be given to those applications that make the best use of funds. 

Individual awards for hardware purchases are limited to the total cost of the number of modern computers required to meet the ten to one, student to modern computer ratio, within that school district. These are only for computers available for student use.  School districts requiring technology support to implement the use of this hardware may include an additional 10% of the grant request for hardware to be used for personnel to supervise the setup and installation of the new hardware. The NH Dept. of Education will not fund any telecommunications services, connections, or hardware eligible for E-rate reimbursement through this round of funding.

This application must be accompanied by at least one other application for a professional development product offered through this round of TLCF, or be accompanied by a special projects application which has professional development as its focus.

The following table indicates those schools in each SAU which reported a greater than ten to one student to modern computer ratio on their Technology Survey 2000.  If a school district has reached the ten to one student to modern computer ratio by the end of the 1999-2000 school year, that school district is only eligible to apply for the professional development programs or a special project offered through this round of TLCF.

To view schools by SAU eligible for hardware, click here.
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4.
SPECIAL PROJECTS

This is a new category of application for Round 5.  Approximately $300,000 of the monies awarded through this round of funding will be for special projects.  The awards may vary up to $100,000 depending on the scope of the project.  The project must be tied to the school district technology plan, evidence appropriate personnel to oversee the project, and give strong evidence for project sustainability beyond the project period.  A special project must have measurable outcomes by the end of the project period and be a new endeavor for the school district.

Some examples of envisioned special projects include, but are not limited to:

1. Hands-on professional development programs for teachers and/or administrators (up to $10,000).  These might include programs to facilitate and support:

· developing an action plan to advance technology and curriculum integration in the district

· building skills in grade-level and subject appropriate educational technology

· building an understanding of the implications of educational technology for teachers and learners

· developing and sharing learning activities that use educational technology and support the goals of the New Hampshire Curriculum Frameworks - developing teacher leadership skills so that a core group of teachers from each district can work with a broader base of teachers throughout their districts and the State.

Preference will be given to districts who seek to build on previous professional development efforts such as FreshPond’s Technology Integration Through Teacher Leadership Program and to those who can demonstrate cost sharing in this effort. For more information, visit http://www.freshpond.com/nh or contact Laura Tilton at laurat@freshpond.com.
2. Services for students (up to $10,000).  This might include live, online instruction for NHEIAP assessment tests, one-on-one online tutoring, Advanced Placement Courses through a distance learning environment, effective and engaging software or other online services. For example, http://www.brainfuse.com or http://www.apex.com. or http://vhs.concord.org/home.htm or http://www.thinkquest.org/
3. Innovative uses of technical expertise (up to $5,000).  This includes implementing a program that relies upon student technology expertise to partner with educators to reform schools, such as the Generation Y program.  http://genwhy.wednet.edu.
4. After-school or community programs (up to $10,000).  A program that involves members of the community not traditionally associated with the school environment, which promotes community involvement through the use of technology. 
5. District-wide Information Management Systems (up to $50,000). The implementation of a technology based data collection system such as applications to create a Competency Based Transcript as being developed by the Office of Career Development of the New Hampshire Department of Education.  Please note that the OET recommends that any software included in this type of project be School Interoperability Framework  (SIF) compliant.  Please see www.siia.net for information on SIF compliance. 

6. Statewide Initiatives (up to $100,000).  There are several initiatives which the Office of Educational Technology at the NH Department of Education is interested in promoting through this portion of the awards.  This would involve the commitment of appropriate district personnel to work together with the OET in promoting these initiatives. These initiatives include:

· Promoting our agreement with MCI WorldCom Foundation and the Marco Polo Partnership by increasing participation in this train the trainer program.

· Coordinating the purchase and implementation of the NHDOE on-line teacher technology assessment tool.

· Coordinating and promoting the growth of the New Hampshire Educators Online web site (NHEON).
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III. Economic, Educational, and Social Needs Determination (up to 30 points)

1. Measures Used

a. Economic Need  (17 points)
Percentage of children under age 18 living below the poverty level in 1990.  This percentage was reported for each New Hampshire municipality  in the 1998 Kids Count New Hampshire published by the Children’s Alliance of NH.  The percentage was derived by dividing the number of children living in poverty by the total population of this age group as reported in the 1990 Census.  In the case of cooperative school districts the percentage for each town has been weighted by the 1997-98 average daily membership in residence (ADM-R) to derive a district average.  Percentages have been rounded to whole numbers.

Per capita income for 1996.  Annually, the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration updates the decennial Census per capital income data for use in the determination of Foundation Aid. Income has been computed for each municipality and rounded to whole dollars.  In the case of cooperative school districts the income for each town has been weighted by the 1997-98 average daily membership in residence (ADM-R) to derive a district average.

Revenue capacity per pupil for the 1997-98 school year.  The 1997 state average equalized school tax rate of $17.32 per thousand, as calculated and published by the New Hampshire Department of Education, has been applied to the 1996 equalized valuation, as determined by the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration.  Foundation Aid for 1997-98 has been added to the tax revenue figure to determine total revenue capacity.  This resulting total revenue has been divided by the 1997-98 average daily membership in residence  (ADM-R) to determine revenue capacity per pupil.  In the case of cooperative school districts the revenue capacity for each town has been weighted by the 1997-98 average daily membership in residence (ADM-R) to derive a district average.  Revenue figures have been rounded to whole dollars.

Percentage of students certified eligible for free or reduced lunch as of October 1998.  This figure has been derived by dividing the number of free/reduced lunch eligible students by the average daily membership in attendance (ADM-A) for the previous year, 1997-98.  In the few cases where lunch eligibility was not available, free milk eligibility was substituted.  Percentages have been rounded to whole numbers.

b. Educational Need (9 points)

Educational need has been based on the percentage of students at the Basic and Novice proficiency levels of the May 1998 assessment of the New Hampshire Educational Improvement and Assessment Program.  The two percentages (e.g. Basic and Novice) for each proficiency (e.g. English, math, social studies and science) have been added together to achieve a proficiency percentage.  Since the grade three assessment covers only two proficiencies, and since the grade range of districts varies, a comparable score has been derived by computing an average proficiency percentage.  District percentages have been rounded to whole numbers. 

c. Social Need (4 points)
Percentage of mothers with less than 12 years of education.  The 1998 Kids Count New Hampshire published by the Children’s Alliance of NH reported 1990 Census figures of both the number of mothers with less than 12 years education and the number of families with children.  A percentage has been derived by dividing the former by the latter.  In the case of cooperative school districts the percentage for each town has been weighted by the 1997-98 average daily membership in residence (ADM-R) to derive a district average.  Percentages have been rounded to whole numbers.

Drop Out Rate.  The 1997-98 district drop out rate for grades 9-12 has been used for districts which operate high schools.  District percentages have one decimal place.

1. Methodology for Point Determination

a. Economic

Percentage of children under 18 living below poverty.  Each district’s rate has been divided by the state average of 7%.  This product has been multiplied by two and rounded to a whole number.

Per Capita Income 1996.  Only districts with a PCI below $21,623 (e.g. 110% of the state average) have been allocated points.  The product of  $19,178 divided by the district per capita income has been multiplied by 10.  After 10 is subtracted, the result is rounded to a whole number.  Therefore, if $21,623 is 10% greater than a district’s PCI, the district has been allocated 1 point, if $21,623 is 20% greater than a district’s PCI, the district has been allocated 2 points, etc.

Revenue capacity per pupil for the 1997-98 school year.  Only districts with a revenue capacity below $6,980 (110% of the state average) have been allocated points.  The same procedure used for per capita income has been used to determine points for revenue capacity.

Percentage of students certified eligible for free or reduced lunch as of October 1998.   Each district’s rate has been divided by the state average of 18%.  This product has been multiplied by two and rounded to a whole number.

Economic Total.  Individual economic measures have been summed and capped at 17.

b. Educational

Ninety-five percent of the state average for each proficiency has been divided by the district’s percentage for that proficiency.  A district average of all applicable proficiencies was then calculated.  Because the state average percentage of students in the Basic and Novice levels for grade six was very high, where applicable, the district’s variation from the grade six state average has been weighted by 120%.  

The percentage variation from 95% of the state average was calculated for each proficiency.  For example, 95% of the state average Basic and Novice proficiency for language arts is 80%.  The percentage variation 10% for a district with 88% Basic and Novice, 20% for a district with 96% Basic and Novice and negative 20% for a district with 74% Basic and Novice.  Allocated points are equal to one half of average percentage variation.  No district has been allocated less than zero or more than 5 points.

When the number of students tested in a proficiency is less than 10 the department has not published assessment results, and those results have not been included in this determination of need.  Upon receipt of a grant application from a district with a small sample size the department will use an average of the last three years of grade three assessments to determine points for educational need.  

c. Social 

Percentage of mothers with less than 12 years of education. The state average percentage of mothers with less than 12 years of education was 6%.  Points allocated represent the district rate divided by two and rounded to a whole number.
Drop Out Rate.  The state average drop out rate was 4.7%.  The district drop out rate has been divided by 1/2 the state average (2.35%), and multiplied by two.  The result has been rounded to a whole number and allocated as points.

Social Total.  If the district operates a high school the two social measures have been averaged.  The total has been capped at 4
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To Access Educational Economic and Social Need Points by district name, click here.













