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1. Setting the Context

National and world current events shape the thoughts and attitudes that help students become good citizens.  This task asks students to think critically regarding one major world event, and to create a survey which asks other’s opinions on that event.  They’ll use technology tools to help analyze the survey results, to create graphic representations that showcase those results, and to use multimedia presentation software in order to effectively express their conclusions.

Some examples of what students may investigate can include such things as personal positions on controversial issues (abortion, wars, cloning, stem cell research, etc.) or questions on the general ideology (conservative, moderate or liberal) of the survey participant.  The survey questions will be determined by the students, in cooperation with the classroom teacher, and may be based on the topics of study in their social studies/history class, or on current world and national events.  Survey questions are selected by the students through a brainstorming process.

The product of the study is a multimedia presentation.  Students will analyze their survey results, and compare the opinions of their classmates with those of significant adults in their lives.  

2. Grade Expectations/Standards
Technology

IT1 - Basic Operations & Concepts

• Cutting, copying, and pasting within a document, across documents, and across applications.

IT3 - Productivity Tools

• Creating a spreadsheet from a blank page, including formulas and functions (MIN, MAX MEDIAN, MODE, ROUND), formatting cells (e.g. numeric, monetary, percent, values).

• Creating a graphical representation appropriate to the numerical data (e.g., scatter plot, x-y)

• Manipulating format (e.g., resizing rows and columns, font, colors, hiding grid)

IT4 – Communication

• Creating a linear and non-linear presentation including title slide, graphics, text, voice, sound related to topic, scanned or digital photo, animation, bibliography and table of contents, video clip
Content

H&SS 7-8:1 Students initiate an inquiry by…

•Asking focusing and probing questions that will lead to independent research and incorporate concepts of personal, community, or global relevance (e.g., What are the causes of low voter turnout? What are the most effective ways to improve voter participation?)

H&SS 7-8:6 Students make connections to research by…

•Formulating recommendations and/or making decisions based on evidence

H&SS7-8:14 Students act as citizens by…

•Demonstrating how identity stems from beliefs in and allegiance to shared political values and principles, and how these are similar and different to other peoples (e.g. Northern Ireland/Republic; socialism; capitalism). 
3. The Performance Task

Students will create a multimedia presentation that illustrates the results of their current event survey. They will include graphical representations in that presentation to support their conclusions.

Goal:  To gain a better understanding of personal identity and how it is formed by political values and principles.

Role:  You are to create a survey that collects information about the opinions, thoughts and viewpoints surrounding some area of current events.  You will conduct this survey with other students and adults in this school building, and with various adults at home.   You will compile that data into a spreadsheet and will manipulate the data to create graphs which help an understanding of the survey results.  Finally, you will present your findings using multimedia presentation software, and that presentation should include the graphic representations from your spreadsheet.

Audience:  Classroom students and teacher; with the possible presentation of information to the larger school community.

Product/Performance:  Multimedia presentation that will effectively illustrate their conclusion on the current event chosen.  That presentation will include graphic representations created from the spreadsheet data, and may include other digital information.

4. Activities

This unit is conducted within the study of world/national current events.  Alternatively, it may be held concurrently with a major world or national occurrence, such as a political election or preceding a major decision by the U.S. Supreme Court.  The students may choose to ask specific survey questions concerning those events, or the survey may in fact take a more general theme and attempt to gauge the political ideology of the survey participant.  Here the students may settle on selective political questions which attempt to gauge whether the participant is considered more liberal, moderate or conservative.  In any case, the task asks the students to first solidify their own personal opinions around the event, and then to survey a wide range of other individuals in order to compare and contrast opinions.  For example, a class may survey the political climate in their school and compare those results with the opinions of their parents (or even grandparents) on those same topics.  The greater detail and diversity in the survey questions; the more effective will be the statistical analysis.

To choose survey questions, the classroom instructor may ask students to present their various ideas to the class in a brainstorming format.  The use of a visual organizer tool such as Inspiration© and a digital projector may help the class settle on their questions through a digital brainstorming session.  The later use of specific functions in the spreadsheet such as MIN, MODE, RANGE are based on the creation of effective survey questions, therefore the classroom instructor should direct students toward creating survey questions that will be qualitative and provide solid, representational data.  The final survey questions are assigned after this brainstorming session.

Students next conduct a written survey of their questions.  The questions should be posed to other classmates and teachers in their school, and the survey should be given to a wide range of adults at home.  Again, if these questions are presented to individuals of different generations then the statistical analysis of the results will have greater variability and provide more valid results.  Since the final product for this task is a multimedia presentation, students may choose to incorporate other digital tools to collect information during the survey process.  For example, during the interview they may take digital images, sound recordings or video clips of the survey process.  

The results will be collected on written worksheets and then entered in a spreadsheet application.  The students will share the survey worksheets and will be responsible for creating their own spreadsheet containing all data.  They control the formatting in the each part of the process, and will create a graphical representation (chart) comparing/contrasting the data of their choice.  The chart created will be based on their own conclusions drawn from the accumulated data.

Finally, each student will present their survey findings. Using multimedia presentation software, they will create a linear and non-linear presentation that effectively supports their conclusions.  The presentation should, at minimum, include the graph/s created from the spreadsheet, and may also include other digital information collected during the survey process.  Presentations should be made to the class as a whole.

5. Materials and Resources
· Spreadsheet software

· Presentation software

· Other digital tools to enhance the multimedia presentation.  

6. Criteria/Rubric
	Grade Expectation
	Introduced
	With Assistance
	Met the Standard

	Basic Operations

	Cutting, copying, and pasting within a document, across documents, and across applications.
	
	
	

	Productivity Tools

	Creating a spreadsheet from a blank page, including formulas and functions (MIN, MAX MEDIAN, MODE, ROUND), formatting cells (e.g. numeric, monetary, percent, values).
	
	
	

	Creating a graphical representation appropriate to the numerical data (e.g., scatter plot, x-y)
	
	
	

	Manipulating format (e.g., resizing rows and columns, font, colors, hiding grid)
	
	
	

	Communication

	Creating a linear and non-linear presentation including title slide, graphics, text, voice, sound related to topic, scanned or digital photo, animation, bibliography and table of contents, video clip
	
	
	

	H&SS 7-8:1 Students initiate an inquiry by…

	•Asking focusing and probing questions that will lead to independent research and incorporate concepts of personal, community, or global relevance (e.g., What are the causes of low voter turnout? What are the most effective ways to improve voter participation?)
	
	
	

	H&SS 7-8:6 Students make connections to research by…

	•Formulating recommendations and/or making decisions based on evidence
	
	
	

	H&SS7-8:14 Students act as citizens by…

	•Demonstrating how identity stems from beliefs in and allegiance to shared political values and principles, and how these are similar and different to other peoples (e.g. Northern Ireland/Republic; socialism; capitalism). 
	
	
	


7. Checklist

None needed
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